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Today we visited Médecins du Monde (MDM) at 
their installations in the surviving buildings of Port-
au-Prince's general hospital. 
 
Their teams arrived on day two of the disaster, 
when only a small contingent of American doctors 
was present to provide emergency treatment for 
the entire population of the city.  MDM installed 
their equipment next door and began giving 
additional assistance. Now they have two teams in 
place, each consisting of a surgeon, an 
anaesthetist and a nurse. They have been 

operating continuously for eight hours every day, 7/7.  The teams are relieved every 15 days.  
 
Since the opening of the hospital they have carried out 20 operations a day.  When we 
arrived, they had moved from serious surgical operations to less urgent ones, and post-
operative health care.  For the first two weeks, a large percentage of these operations were 
amputations. 
 
We moved on to one of their mobile clinics. These clinics have been circulating throughout 
the city from the early days.  They were installed in spaces untouched by the quake, put at 
their disposal by the landowners. The locations were agreed after consultation with local 
neighbourhood committees.  In certain areas, the installations gave support for local doctors, 
providing infrastructure, materials and medicines shipped in from abroad. 
 
Part of MDM's work has also been to train volunteers to help the teams of doctors. Their job 
is to greet and register patients, take their temperatures and detect problems such as 
possible malnutrition, thus freeing up the doctors for more serious cases. 
 
In all, six mobile clinics have been deployed in various neighbourhoods, providing facilities 
for more than a thousand consultations each day, covering the health needs of 50-100,000 
people. 
 
Philippe, a French doctor who is part of the MDM emergency network, made himself 
available as soon a he heard about the disaster. In all, seven renowned French surgeons 
have already provided their services to help the people of Haiti. 
 
 



For more information: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/index_en.htm 
 
Contacts: 
Santo Domingo ECHO's Office, Daniel Ureña (Spanish, French, English) 
Mobile : +1 829 807 51 84 – santodomingo@echodom.net 
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Mobile: +1-809-910 05 46 - Satellite : 881-631-451-262 


