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A busy day with visits to three relief distribution 
centres. 
At 08.00 we accompanied World Food Programme 
staff to a food distribution centre in the Champs de 
Mars. It took almost 90 minutes to load up the two 
lorries with 1.7 tonnes of food which included 
vegetable oil, rice and beans. This provides 
sufficient sustenance for 2,000 people for around 
15 days. 
 
Our small convoy was escorted by a Brazilian 
contingent from MINUSTAH (Mission of the United 

Nations for the Stabilisation of Haiti). The WFP people were worried knowing that the 
distribution of any relief is always a difficult moment. People who have lost everything rely 
completely on this aid. MINUSTAH chose to organise the dispersal in a street behind the 
Presidential palace where the road could be blocked off. The beneficiaries accessed the site 
in groups of ten; they were taken to the lorry, given their bag of supplies and and then 
departed at the other end of the street.Despite the tension and desperation of many, the 
handover was as orderly as the circumstances allowed. This distribution was successful and 
the effort is scaling up day by day. 
 
At 14.00, we joined the German Red Cross for the distribution of plastic sheeting, buckets 
and blankets. This aid was handed out at a Red Cross site situated at the Carrefour sports 
centre. Here, it was organised with the neighbourhood committee, who had identified 
beneficiaries in advance and provided them with vouchers to enable them to collect the relief. 
 
Our next stop was the Pétionville club, one of the largest rallying points in the city. Up to 
25,000 people were assembled there. In this "camp", Oxfam UK is providing water and 
sanitation, and other NGOs are is taking care of general coordination, food and the three 
health points. Oxfam is working with Fleuris Moïse, the neighbourhood representative for the 
entire operation. They plan to organise a committee of local women and another committee 
to be responsible for the disabled. The site is divided into four blocks, with a representative 
from each block on the committee. Oxfam had already brought in water "bladders" for both 
washing and drinking water. Portable showers and latrines had also just been installed 
allowing the inhabitants finally to have some privacy for their ablutions. This type of 
installation is essential in any camp. It reduces the possibility of epidemics. Here we saw that 
life was getting back to "normal" and thousands of people are once again going about their 
daily activities: a hairdresser had reopened, small street stalls had appeared. The survivors 
are doing what they can to put the trauma behind them.  
 



The remarkable resilience and organisational capacity of the Haitians deserves respect. 
Everywhere, makeshift shelters have sprung for use as dormitories, with material from 
demolished houses used to level the ground. 
 
ECHO's three partners were funded by a fast-track humanitarian decision adopted on the 
day after the quake. Their projects are making a real difference to the lives of thousands of 
survivors in Port-au-Prince. 
 
 
For more information: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/index_en.htm 
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Santo Domingo ECHO's Office, Daniel Ureña (Spanish, French, English) 
Mobile : +1 829 807 51 84 – santodomingo@echodom.net 
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