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EU aid in action 
 
The challenges are still huge in Haiti: around three million people need urgent assistance. 
But ECHO staff on the ground are now reporting that logistical problems are being tackled 
and delivery is rapidly scaling up. The EU's initial package of fast-track relief funding, 
provided the day after the earthquake struck, is supporting the efforts of six partner agencies 
working on the ground. 
 
French NGO Médecins du Monde (MdM) has sent 20 medical personnel to boost the team 
that was already working at the central hospital in Port au Prince and in the Cité de Soleil. 
The Finnish Red Cross has opened a clinic in the yard outside the Haitian Red Cross HQ in 
Port au Prince and a field hospital is on the way. This will link up with a German Red Cross 
field hospital helping to ease the pressure on the massively overstretched health system. EU 
relief funding is also supporting the German Red Cross to distribute basic essentials such as 
soap, cooking equipment, plastic sheeting and blankets. On 16 January, Oxfam UK began 
distributing water to up to 15,000 displaced people camping on a golf course. The World 
Food Programme (WFP) is extending its food distribution system as quickly as possible while 
Telecoms Sans Frontières (TSF) has helped to restore satellite communications and is 
offering a service for people to contact their families using satellite phones. 
 
EU funding already provided for these activities breaks down as follows: WFP - €1.1 million, 
Finnish Red Cross - €700,000, Oxfam UK - €500,000, German Red Cross - €340,000, MdM - 
€300,000, TSF - €60,000. 
 
A total of €30 million has been mobilised through ECHO for urgent humanitarian work as part 
of an overall EU funding package of €422 million for relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction in 
Haiti. 
 
For more information: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/index_en.htm 
 
Contacts: 
Santo Domingo ECHO's Office, Daniel Ureña (Spanish, French, English) 
Mobile : +1 829 807 51 84 – santodomingo@echodom.net 
 
Expert ECHO, Vicente Raimundo (Spanish, French & English) 
Mobile: +1-809-910 05 46 - Satellite : 881-631-451-262 
 
ECHO's Information responsible, Raphaël Brigandi (French, English, Italian, German) 
Mobile : +32 498 98 38 31 - Satellite : 881 621 437 850 
 
ECHO's Information responsible, Susana Perez Diaz (French, English, Spanish), temporarily 
based in Santo Domingo 
Mobile : +1 829 722 95 11 


