
 
 
 
 
 
15/01/2010 
From our Humanitarian expert in Port-au-Prince 
 
A Commission humanitarian expert has been in Port au Prince for two days, arriving 
from  Santo Domingo.  He is there to evaluate the situation and the needs with our 
humanitarian partners. These two initial days have been complicated and chaotic with 
a night spent in the yard of a Red Cross building, then at the United Nations. ECHO 
still has three Haitian colleagues unaccounted for. We know they survived the first 
tremors but we have received no further news from them or their families. 
 
Near the airport at the UN office building where he spent the night, 1000 people have 
assembled. After his second day in Haiti it is still impossible to confirm the number of dead, 
but it will be high. As of now, 45,000-50,000 people are believed to have perished and 3 
million are directly affected by the earthquake. 
 
Many of our partners present in the town before the catastrophe have lost members of their 
teams and their offices have been destroyed or are unsafe to use. Nonetheless, distribution 
of aid has started. 
 
Since yesterday relief has been arriving but remains difficult to deploy. The port is closed and 
the airport has been overwhelmed by the influx of aid and equipment. The main problem was 
that there were too few people to offload the incoming planes. Since this evening, the 
situation has been stabilised and planes have been arriving and departing throughout the 
night. The search and rescue operations are still under way.  Thankfully no rain is forecast 
this week which would render rescue attempts even more difficult. 
 
The expert team from the civil protection of the European Union arrived yesterday night with 
a B-Fast plane, and should commence work this morning. More than 27 countries have 
offered search and rescue teams.  
 
We have learnt that some neighbourhoods are still connected to the water mains, but 
supplies are cut off in most of the town, as is electricity.  The communication systems are 
also down, but appear to be coming back sporadically and slowly. Thankfully our partner, 
Telecom without Borders (TSF), arrived yesterday which means the reestablishment of 
secure phone and internet connections which are vital for the coordination of relief. 
 
The capital’s inhabitants that have family outside the town have been encouraged to stay 
with them, so to reduce the pressure in the streets of the capital. 
 
The most urgent needs identified are search and rescue and first aid teams, sanitation 
equipment, tents, water, food and logistics, and the repair of the communication networks. 
 
A second European Commission humanitarian expert arrived yesterday. He is a water and 
sanitation specialist and will join the needs assessment and coordination working group of 
the United Nations.  Three other experts are en route for Port au Prince, including the Head 
of the ECHO office based in Haiti, a health specialist and an administrator who will be in 
charge of setting up a new emergency office/base. 



For more information: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/index_en.htm 
 
Contacts: 
Santo Domingo ECHO's Office, Daniel Ureña (Spanish, French, English) 
Mobile : +1 829 807 51 84 – santodomingo@echodom.net 
 
Expert ECHO, Vicente Raimundo (Spanish, French & English) 
Mobile: +1-809-910 05 46 - Satellite : 881-631-451-262 
 
ECHO's Information responsible, Raphaël Brigandi (French, English, Italian, German), on the 
ground from 15 January evening 
Mobile : +32 498 98 38 31 - Satellite : 881 621 437 850 


