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COMMISSION DECISION AMENDING COMMISSION DECISION C(2009) 543 

of 4 February 2009  

on the approval and financing of a Global Plan for humanitarian operations in 
West Africa from the general budget of the European Communities 

(ECHO/-WF/BUD/2009/01000) 

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, 

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/96 of 20 June 1996 concerning 
humanitarian aid1, and in particular Articles 2 and 15(2) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) Commission decision C(2009) 543, adopted on 4 February 2009, provides for the 
financing of humanitarian aid operations to assist the most vulnerable sections of the 
population in West Africa over an implementing period of 12 months starting on 
1 January 2009. 

(2) The nutritional situation in the Sahel continues to cause serious concern, with Global 
Acute Malnutrition rates for children under 5 years of age ranging from the alert 
threshold of 10% to the emergency threshold of over 15%2. 

(3) Adverse internal factors (political, economic and social) and the lack of access to 
adequate basic services, combined with worrying external factors (drought, floods, 
recurring epidemics, unpredictable fluctuations in the prices of food and raw materials 
and so on) are exacerbating the extreme fragility of the population of the Sahel with 
respect to initial predictions, which will have an impact on subsistence levels in the 
Sahel in the coming months. In the circumstances, the emergence of a new acute 
humanitarian crisis cannot be excluded. 

(4) The scale and extent of the nutritional crisis is particularly severe during the "lean" 
season: households find it harder to raise their food expenditure than during the 
harvests, resulting in a worsening of the nutritional situation of children and pregnant 
and nursing women. During this period, the constant resurgence of infectious diseases 
leaves children even more vulnerable. The consequences for the health of children and 
pregnant and nursing women can last for several months, even extending beyond the 
lean season. With insufficient resources, families cannot afford to return quickly to 

                                                 
1 OJ L 163, 2.7.1996, p. 1. 
2 Source: UNICEF – WHO. 
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suitable dietary habits and in some cases adopt survival strategies for eating which are 
generally incompatible with good food hygiene and nutritional balance, ultimately 
damaging children's health. 

(5) The budget allocated to the Global Plan should therefore be increased by 
EUR 5 000 000, including EUR 3 000 000 from budget article 23 02 01 and 
EUR 2 000 000 from article 23 02 02, to meet the increased humanitarian needs 
arising from the worsening of the food crisis in the Sahel, and decision C(2009) 543 
should be amended accordingly. 

(6) The total amount of decision C(2009) 543 will thus be EUR 18 000 000 from the 
general budget of the European Communities, of which EUR 8 000 000 from article 
23 02 01 and EUR 10 000 000 from article 23 02 02, taking into account the available 
budget, operations by other donors and other factors.  

(7) The validity of decision C(2009) 543 should also be extended until 30 June 2010, the 
further six months being necessary in order to complete the measures covered by the 
decision in accordance with the principles of sound financial management. 

(8) For the sake of legal clarity and consistency, Article 4(1) of the decision should also 
be deleted as it is no longer necessary and refers to an amount that would be incorrect 
if left unchanged.  

(9) This decision constitutes a financing decision within the meaning of Article 75 of the 
Financial Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/20023, Article 90 of the detailed rules 
for the implementation of the Financial Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/20024 and 
Article 15 of the Internal Rules for the Implementation of the General Budget of the 
European Communities5. 

(10) In accordance with Article 17(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1257/96, the Humanitarian 
Aid Committee gave a favourable opinion on …. 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Sole Article  

Commission decision C(2009) 543 of 4 February 2009 on the approval and financing of a 
Global Plan for humanitarian operations in West Africa from the general budget of the 
European Communities is hereby amended as follows:  

Article 1 is replaced by the following: 

"1. In accordance with the objectives and general principles of humanitarian aid, the 
Commission hereby approves a sum of EUR 18 000 000 for a 2009 Global Plan of 
humanitarian action to assist the vulnerable of the Sahel region of West Africa under 

                                                 
3 OJ L 248, 16.9.2002, p. 1. 
4 OJ L 357, 31.12.2002, p. 1. 
5 Commission decision of 5.3.2008, C(2008) 773. 
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articles 23 02 01 (EUR 8 000 000) and 23 02 02 (EUR 10 000 000) of the general budget of 
the European Communities. 

2. In accordance with Article 2 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/96, the humanitarian 
operations in this Global Plan shall be implemented with the following specific objectives: 

- to provide multisector aid to contribute to the sustainable reduction of acute 
malnutrition and keep it below the emergency thresholds. 

An amount of EUR 8 000 000 from budget line 23 02 01 has been allocated to this 
specific objective. 

- to provide food assistance to complement the global strategy for the reduction of 
acute malnutrition. 

An amount of EUR 10 000 000 from budget article 23 02 02 has been allocated to 
this specific objective." 

2. Article 2(1) is replaced by the following: 

"1. The implementation period for this Global Plan shall be 18 months, starting on 
1 January 2009." 

3. Article 4(1) is deleted. 

Done at Brussels,  

 For the Commission 
  
 Member of the Commission 
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Decision amending Humanitarian Aid Decision 
ECHO/-WF/BUD/2009/01000 

 

Title:  Commission Decision amending Commission Decision 
EC(2009)543 of 4 February 2009 on the approval and 
financing of a Global Plan for humanitarian actions in 
West Africa from the general budget of the European 
Communities 

Description: Humanitarian and food aid to the most vulnerable 
groups  

Location of operation:   West Africa 

Amount of decision:   €18 000 000 

Decision reference number:  ECHO/-WF/BUD/2009/01000 

 

 

1– Explanatory Memorandum 

Rationale for the modification 

The nutritional situation in the Sahel continues to cause serious concern, with Global Acute 
Malnutrition rates for children under 5 years of age ranging from the alert threshold of 10% to 
the emergency threshold of over 15%1. In certain countries, such as Nigeria and Burkina Faso, 
such rates are found in practically all the provinces, while in others the situation varies from 
region to region. Southern and central Mauritania2, par example, and also some regions of 
Chad, are particularly affected by malnutrition, with rates as high as 20%3. 
 
Adverse internal factors (political, economic and social) and the lack of access to adequate 
basic services, combined with worrying external factors (droughts, floods, recurring 
epidemics, unpredictable fluctuations in the prices of food and raw materials and so on) are 
exacerbating the extreme fragility of the population of the Sahel with respect to initial 
predictions. This year there are serious risks because of the low rainfall, which will have an 
impact on subsistence levels in the coming months. Mitigating measures are needed to 
prevent an already precarious situation from deteriorating still further. Internal factors in Mali, 
and more particularly in Niger, are leading to fears of a new acute humanitarian crisis with a 
lower national response capacity, calling for an increased humanitarian commitment. 
 
The nutritional crisis is particularly acute during the pre-harvest food gap. This period is 
marked by a sharp drop families' resources for feeding their children, leading to increased 
rates of acute malnutrition and greater vulnerability of children to infectious diseases such as 

                                                 
1 Source UNICEF – WHO. 
2 Enquete Rapide national sur la nutrition et survie de l’enfant en Mauritanie ( MS/UNICEF). Décembre 2008. 
3 Chad-Kanem 20% GAM (DHS 200) and Chad–Kanem 20% GAM (ACF F September 2008). 
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malaria. The services already in place to address acute malnutrition are insufficient to cope 
with this increase, particularly in certain regions in the east of Niger and Burkina Faso. 
 
It is vital to mobilise an additional response capacity to cover the needs of over 50 000 
malnourished children over and above those already being treated. The response capacity of 
our operational partners has already been reinforced. Priority will be given to the Sahel 
regions with the highest level of malnutrition and the lowest domestic response capacity. To 
ensure the sustainability of the measures undertaken, interventions will address the issue of 
nutrition in accordance with the current standards in force and be implemented within the 
existing health structures so as to improve access to care for malnourished children. They will 
also be implemented in coordination with the nutritional and humanitarian actions financed in 
the countries in the area with EDF funds and the Community budget. 
 
Given these circumstances, it is necessary to extend the duration of the Decision 
implementation period until 30 June 2010 and to increase the amount of the multisector 
assistance (budget line 23.02.01) to €8 000 000 and the amount of food aid (budget item 
23.02.02) to €10 000 000. This will allow time for our partners and the Commission to meet 
the significant nutritional needs of the populations of the Sahel in this critical period. 

 

2. – Proposed amendments 
It is proposed that the duration of the implementation of this Decision is extended by six 
months, i.e. covering a period of 18 months from 1 January 2009. 

It is proposed to increase the amount of the multisector assistance (Article 23.02.01 of the 
budget) to €8 000 000 and the amount of food aid (Article 23.02.02 of the budget) to 
€10 000 000 
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