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Facts & Figures
 over 21.2 million
in need of
humanitarian
assistance
 over 2.5 million
internally displaced
persons
 14.4 million
people in need of
food aid
 7.6 million severe
food insecure
 14.1 million
people in need of
basic health care
 3 million people in
need of nutrition
services
 US$ 1.6 billion
requested by the
revised Yemen
Humanitarian
Response Plan
 Over 260 000
refugees in
country
Funding
European Commission
humanitarian
assistance to Yemen in
2015:
€52 million
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Key messages
 Yemen is the poorest country in the Arab Peninsula, with over
47% of the population living below the poverty line. It has
the world's third highest rate of malnutrition. Conflict combined
with poverty, forced displacement and rising food prices have
aggravated an already serious humanitarian crisis during the last
year.
 Yemen descended into widespread armed conflict in March and
has been classified by the United Nations as a Level 3 emergency
– the most severe, large-scale humanitarian crisis. In spite of this,
it remains by large a neglected crisis.
 Government institutions are no longer able to deliver basic
services to people in need, including basic healthcare and
nutrition services, water and electricity supply.
 The European Union calls on parties to the conflict to abide
by International Humanitarian Law and ensure protection of
civilians by refraining from direct and indiscriminate targeting of
civilians and civilian infrastructure.
 EU humanitarian aid is assisting populations across the
country affected by conflict and forced displacement, food
insecurity and malnutrition.
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Background
Before the escalation of the conflict Yemen was already considered the poorest country in
the Arab World. Nearly 50 per cent of the population was living below the poverty line
and the country was recording one of the highest rates of malnutrition in the world. The
current conflict has exacerbated the existing humanitarian crisis and over 82 per
cent of the population is now in need of assistance.
In March 2015, Saudi Arabia with the support of a coalition of nine Arab states
launched an air campaign on Yemen with the aim to push back Houthis and proSaleh forces and reinstate President Hadi’s Government. Following months of
airstrikes and heavy fighting, in July the coalition and forces loyal to president Hadi
regained control of Aden. Since then, the frontlines have shifted northwards to Taiz,
al-Dhale, al-Bayda, Marib and al-Jawf. During the last few months, neither side of the
conflict has been able to make major gains, and al-Qaeda and Islamic State have expanded
their presence in the southern governorates.
Following months of diplomatic efforts led by the UN Special Envoy to Yemen, the different
parties to the conflict agreed to participate in a new round of peace talks expected to
start on 15 December in Switzerland. In parallel, President Hadi has called for a 7-day
ceasefire with possibility of extension, which was also agreed by the Houthis.
Major humanitarian needs
Nine months into the conflict, the already dire humanitarian situation in the country
continues to deteriorate. Line ministries and government institutions are no longer
able to deliver basic services to people in need, including provision of basic healthcare
and nutrition services, water and electricity supply, and social safety net services. Lack of
fuel is hampering processing and transportation of food; import of basic food items and
medicine has significantly reduced since the start of the conflict; and markets and shops,
including bakeries, stopped functioning in many locations. The Social Welfare Fund,
providing cash assistance to extremely poor families, stopped functioning.
Humanitarian organisations estimate that 12.4 million people are living in conflictaffected areas. According to the 2016 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) the number
of people in need of humanitarian aid has increased from 15.9 million in late 2014 to 21.2
million in October 2015, i.e. 82% of the Yemeni population. 14.4 million people are
currently in need of food aid; 19.3 million in need of WASH; 14.1 million in need of
health; 3 million in need of nutrition; and 2.8 million in need of shelter/NFI.
Large-scale internal displacement is taking place throughout the country as a result of
the conflict. Over 2.5 million people have reportedly been displaced since March. In
addition, Yemen hosts more than 260 000 refugees whose lives and livelihoods have been
affected by the conflict.
The effects of the armed conflict on the civilian population remain a major concern.
Civilian homes, schools, health facilities and other civilian infrastructure have been
damaged, destroyed and occupied. Since the start of the conflict almost 6 000 people
have been killed and 28 000 wounded.
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As the conflict continues, Yemenis, Ethiopians and Somalis continue to make the sea
crossing from Yemen towards the Horn of Africa. According to IOM/UNHCR, more than
160 000 people of mixed nationalities have left Yemen for Djibouti, Ethiopia, Oman,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, and Sudan mainly by sea or overland. The influx of people from
Yemen is putting strain on the hosting capacities of these already fragile countries.

The European Union's Humanitarian Response
The European Commission is responding to the dramatic deterioration of the humanitarian
situation in Yemen with an additional €15 million in emergency funding in December.
ECHO will prioritize life-saving assistance in the sectors of health, wash, nutrition and food
security, which have been particularly affected by the conflict and the collapse of
government services.
In 2015, the European Commission has allocated €35 million in humanitarian funding
to assist populations across the country affected by conflict and forced displacement, food
insecurity and malnutrition and €2 million for the outflow of refugees and migrants to the
Horn of Africa.
The UN launched the revised 2015 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) in
June 2015 to reflect the changing situation in the country since the escalation of conflict
and increased needs for humanitarian assistance. The funding required for the plan
amounts to US$ 1.6 billion of which US$ 758 million are allocated to critical and life-saving
activities. To date, donor contributions are covering about 51% of the total need outlined by
the YHRP. A similar funding requirement is envisaged for the 2016 Yemen
Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) expected to be launched during the month of
December.
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