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Facts & Figures
End of Ebola
transmission:
- Sierra Leone: 17
March
Number of suspected,
probable and
confirmed cases*:
More than 28 600
Number of deaths*:
More than 11 300

EU funding
Photo credit: EU/ECHO/Jonathan Hyams
European Union's
response (Commission
and Member States):
close to €2 billion

Key messages
·

The European Union, together with its Member States, has made available close to
€2 billion in financial aid to help contain and recover from the outbreak of
Ebola virus disease (EVD) in West Africa.

European Commission:
close to €870 million

·

·

The EU remains on high alert. There is no room for complacency. Continued
response efforts are necessary to get to a "resilient zero" cases in the region.

·

The European Commission coordinated EU support and provided affected
countries with humanitarian aid, technical expertise, longer-term development
assistance, investment in research for a vaccine and evacuation means for
international humanitarian workers.

·

Activation of the EU Civil Protection Mechanism has enabled the rapid,
coordinated deployment of emergency supplies and experts offered by the
Member States.

·

The situation is being closely monitored by the Emergency Response
Coordination Centre (ERCC), which serves as a response hub under the
authority of the EU Ebola Coordinator.

·

The Commission is increasingly focusing on long term recovery: financing
programs for healthcare, agriculture, infrastructure, education, sanitation, macroeconomic stability and transport.
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The WHO declared the end of Ebola transmission in West Africa in January and in
March 2016. However, the risk of re-emergence is high and the countries can
experience additional small outbreaks, also known as flare-ups.

* All the latest ECHO
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Background
West Africa has faced the largest and most complex Ebola epidemic on record. Guinea, Liberia
and Sierra Leone are the countries where the virus has taken the heaviest toll on life. Beyond
the human tragedy, the disease has had devastating effects on the security, economies and
health care systems of the whole region. The European Union has been active in the response
to the Ebola emergency from the start. It has mobilised all available political, financial and
scientific resources to help contain, control, treat and ultimately defeat Ebola.

Financial Assistance
The financial contribution of the EU to fight the epidemic amounts to close to €2 billion,
including funding from the Member States. The European Commission has allocated close to
€870 million for emergency measures and longer-term support.

Humanitarian Aid
Since March 2014, the European Commission has provided close to €70 million in humanitarian
aid to address the most urgent needs. These funds have been channelled through
humanitarian partner organisations, including the UN, International Organisations and NGOs.
EU humanitarian aid has contributed to epidemic surveillance, diagnostics, treatment and
medical supplies; deployment of doctors and nurses and training of health workers; awarenessraising among the population and promotion of safe burials.

Development Aid
Whilst emergency efforts to get to a "resilient zero" remain vital, the work on sustainable
recovery has started. In addition to existing development partnerships, the European
Commission is therefore providing €660 million in development and early recovery
assistance to Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone to reinforce the capacity of governments to
deliver vital public services and facilitate a smooth transition to recovery. Development funds
are used to strengthen food security and improve water and sanitation and to finance mobile
laboratories for the detection of the virus and the training of health workers. Furthermore, the
EU supports the African Union's medical mission in West Africa.
Ebola knows no borders, which is why the EU is also supporting neighbouring countries in the
region to strengthen their preparedness against potential outbreaks. This includes improving
early detection mechanisms and raising awareness. Activities are closely coordinated with the
World Health Organisation (WHO) and other international partners and donors.

Medical Research
An Ebola research programme was launched by the EU in autumn 2014 with a total budget of
nearly €240m. This included €138.4m from Horizon 2020 and €101m from the pharmaceutical
industry, and tackled a wide range of challenges including vaccine development, diagnostic
tests and treatments.
The EU is also helping to fight infectious diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, including Ebola, within
the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership programme (EDCTP2). This
partnership will work with a budget of €2 billion over the next ten years, with nearly €700
million coming from Horizon 2020 and a €1.5 billion contribution from EU countries.
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Emergency Supplies and Expertise
As part of its coordinated response, the EU provided emergency supplies and sent experts to
the affected countries. The EU Civil Protection Mechanism facilitates the delivery of material
support from the Member States through the Emergency Response Coordination Centre
(ERCC). EU Member States provided mobile laboratories, treatment centres, ambulances and
field hospitals. The EU organized logistical support including multiple airlifting operations and
supports the deployment of navy ships to transport emergency supplies provided by the
Member States, such as food aid, medical kits, clean blankets and chlorine for sanitations. So
far, the EU has received transport co-financing requests for over €17.5 million.

Medical Evacuation
International health workers operating directly on the ground have been the backbone of the
response to the Ebola epidemic. To support the mobilisation and ensure the safety of
international aid workers, the EU established a medical evacuation system. The Medevac
system ensures evacuation to an equipped hospital in Europe for international health
workers and other EU nationals diagnosed with the virus or considered at risk.

Preparedness in the EU
The risk of Ebola to the general public in the EU is very low and the EU has very high
standards of healthcare infrastructures and preventive care.
Since the outbreak began, the European Commission and Member States have been working
jointly on preparedness and coordination of risk management within the Health Security
Committee (HSC) and with the support of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC) and WHO. The Health Security Committee established lists of available Ebola
assets including high security laboratories, hospital capacity and medical evacuation equipment.
In addition, the Commission launched the 'Ebola Communication Platform for Clinicians' - an
online platform enabling the rapid exchange of information on the treatment and prevention of
the Ebola disease.

Advocacy, Coordination and Diplomatic Outreach
From the onset of the crisis, the EU has been in constant contact with the United Nations, relief
agencies on the ground, the governments in the region as well as with regional organizations
such as the African Union and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). EU
Humanitarian Aid Commissioner Christos Stylianides, appointed EU Ebola Coordinator by the
European Council.
The creation of an EU Ebola Task Force further strengthened the
coordination amongst European institutions, Member States and other international and
regional organisations.
The European Union has co-chaired a high-level international conference on Ebola in
March 2015. Bringing together the affected countries, regional stakeholders, the UN, the African
Union and other key partners, the conference allowed to take stock of the response against
Ebola abd coordinate further action. A conference on "lessons learned for public health
from the Ebola outbreak in West Africa" took place in Luxemburg from 12-14 October 2015
to improve preparedness and response in the European Union for future outbreak of epidemics.
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