
 

Facts & Figures 
 

EU Children of Peace 

2013: 

EUR 4 million for 
humanitarian projects 
helping children  affected 
by conflict 

80 000 children will 
benefit from the 2013 
funding  

 

2012: 

EUR2 million for 
humanitarian projects 
helping children  affected 
by conflict 

Over 28 000 children 
benefited from the 2012 
funding 
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European Commission – 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection 

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 

Tel.: (+32 2) 295 44 00 

 Fax: (+32 2) 295 45 72  

email:  

echo-info@ec.europa.eu 

Website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo 

 

 

  

 
 

 Receiving the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize for its achievements in peace on 
the European continent, the EU created the EU Children of Peace 

initiative and dedicated the prize money to the most vulnerable in 
conflict situations: children.  
 

 As the legacy of the Nobel Peace Prize, the initiative continues. From 
the initial EUR 2 million funding for the first generation of humanitarian 
projects helping children affected by conflict with education, the EU 

doubled the funding to EUR 4 million in 2013. 
 

 Over 80 000 boys and girls affected by conflict will benefit from this 

new generation of projects implemented by nine humanitarian partner 
organisations.  
 

 The EU Children of Peace initiative is intended to assist children 
affected by conflict gain access to education. It is also an initiative 
intended to raise awareness and advocate for more integrated support 

in this area.   
 

Key messages 
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ECHO FACTSHEET    
shortage 

mailto:echo-info@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/echo


Page 2 of 4 
 

ECHO Factsheet – November 2013 – EU CHILDREN OF PEACE – NEW PROJECTS 

 

 
 

There were over 1 billion children living in countries affected by conflict in 2009, including 300 million 

under five (UN estimates). Many children are among the civilian casualties of war. Children are also 

often recruited by armed groups, as combatants, intelligence sources, for forced labour and also for 

sexual exploitation. Moreover, children are frequently victims of landmines and unexploded ordnances.  

 

28 million children were out of primary school in conflict-affected countries in 2011 (UNESCO 

estimates). As a result, only 79% of children in conflict-affected poor countries are literate, compared 

to 93% in other poor countries. And there is a growing trend of attacks against schools.  

 

While children benefit from most of the humanitarian assistance delivered, sectors specifically targeting 

children, such as child protection and education, are underfunded on the global level. Over the last 

decade education was the least funded humanitarian sector, with almost two thirds of needs unfunded 

and an allocation of only 3% of overall humanitarian assistance. This is largely due to more immediate 

life-saving emergency relief often taking priority in a crisis.  

 

Humanitarian projects funded under the EU Children of Peace initiative are intended to assist children 

affected by conflict with educational support. The initiative has also been created to increase awareness 

and advocate for the needs of children in conflict globally. 

 

 

 

EU Children of Peace and the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) in the Central African Republic 

 

In the Central African Republic, the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) will 

support 50 schools and develop a vocational training system in order to 

provide access to education for 14 400 children.  

 

The project also includes the establishment of protective environments to 

support the social reintegration of 600 children formerly associated with 

armed groups. In parallel, the Danish Refugee Council will organise an 

awareness campaign targeting community, religious, civil and military 

leaders in order to facilitate the children's reintegration.  

  

1 400 children targeted through the education activities will also benefit from 

much needed psychological assistance. 

 

 

EU Children of Peace and UNICEF in Chad 

 

The funding under the EU Children of Peace initiative will support UNICEF's effort to provide access to 

education  for 9 000 children through 10 schools in five different villages and one refugee camp 

(Abgadam).  

 

The project will include training for teachers, parents and community leaders as well as the creation of 

90 different learning spaces. 

  

Children in conflict 

In action: 2nd Generation of the EU Children of Peace projects 
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EU Children of Peace and War Child in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 

The NGO War Child will give the opportunity to 9 700 particularly 

vulnerable children (children formerly associated with armed 

groups, victims of violence, unaccompanied minors) to access 

education and grow up in a protective environment. The project 

will be implemented through a holistic approach based on three 

pillars: protection, psychosocial assistance and education. 

 

Training will also be provided for over 1500 adults, including 

teachers, school directors, parents and community leaders. 

 

 

 

EU Children of Peace and the Lutheran World Federation in South Sudan 

 

In South Sudan, the Lutheran World Federation will 

organise education and protection initiatives for 

children between the ages of 12 and 17, with a 

particular focus on those who have missed out on 

education due to conflict and displacement. 

 

The project will provide children with an accelerated 

learning programme and safe school interventions 

giving them the opportunity to catch up with their 

peers. To enhance child protection in the refugee 

camps, child rights clubs will also be established in 

schools, and teachers will be trained on how to 

recognise and respond to child rights violations.  

 

The Lutheran World Federation aims at reaching over 5 400 beneficiaries with this project.   

 

EU Children of Peace and CESVI in Somalia 

 

With CESVI in Somalia, the EU Children of Peace initiative 

will support education and protection activities for children 

affected by conflict in Mogadishu and Gedo. This will be done 

through the creation of Safe Space Centres (SSC) that will 

support children most vulnerable to abuse to enter into 

formal education. The SSCs will provide additional services, 

including therapeutic recreation and case management for 

children at risk. They will form links with schools and enrol 

children in formal education upon completion of the 

psychosocial support curriculum. In addition, material 

support (uniforms, books, shoes, pens) will be provided to 

children before they enter schools. 

 

 

To foster the sustainability of the project, an element of training for parents, and the community 

mechanisms, based on the traditional Somali system, will be established to support children in their 

future educational needs. The project will reach around 20,000 direct beneficiaries. 
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EU Children of Peace and Finn Church Aid in Myanmar/ Burma 

 

In Myanmar, FinnChurchAid will support children affected by communal 

violence in camps for internally displaced people (IDP) by providing 

access to both formal and non-formal education, as well as 

psychosocial support. The activities, which will be implemented in 

temporary learning spaces and child friendly spaces will answer the 

acute needs of 7 250 children with limited or no access to education in 

Muslim and Rakhine Buddhist IDP camps in Myanmar/ Burma.   

 

EU Children of Peace and Concern Worldwide in Afghanistan 

 

In Afghanistan, Concern Worldwide will improve access to and delivery of comprehensive emergency 

community-based education services for 1 500 conflict-affected children. Key components of the 

project are to deliver quality emergency education and to provide an accelerated learning package in a 

safe environment. 200 teachers will be trained on better quality teaching, especially for early grade 

literacy. In addition, two government schools and six community classes will be provided with improved 

latrines. The project will also include a child protection approach through creating a safe learning 

environment with appropriate action to ensure children are safe at home and at school. 

 

EU Children of Peace with Triangle in Iraq 

 

In Iraq, local schools are facing difficulties in absorbing the 

influx of young Syrian refugees. Currently, only 10 per cent 

of the Syrian refugee children living in Iraq are receiving 

education.  

 

The funds from the EU Children of Peace initiative will help 

the French NGO Triangle to provide primary education for 

250 Syrian refugee children between the ages of six and 

eleven as well as psycho-social care and educational 

activities for 150 children between 3 and 18. The project 

will particularly focus on children who live in camps in 

urban areas where access to services is extremely limited.  

EU Children of Peace with UNHCR in Colombia and Ecuador 

 

The project aims at improving access to education and protection for children and adolescents affected 

by the conflict in Colombia.  

 

In Colombia, actions will include the creation of protected spaces for 400 children and young people; 

provide alternatives for the use of leisure time; provide human rights education, psychological support 

and strengthening of youth networks/organisations. In Ecuador, the emphasis will be on helping 

refugee children and adolescents by building child-friendly spaces with recreational facilities and by 

facilitating integration and enabling vulnerable children to attend school. 

 

Around 1 900 young internally displaced persons or people at risk of displacement will directly benefit 

from the action in Colombia. In Ecuador, 2 000 young refugees, asylum seekers and new arrivals will 

be assisted. 

 

 


