Sudan
ECHO FACTSHEET
shortage
Facts
& Figures
5.8 million people are in
need of humanitarian
assistance (15% of the
population) including:
 4.6 million food
insecure
 2 million acutely
malnourished children

Number of IDPs:
 Over 2.5million
countrywide
 in Darfur: Over 2
million, including 1.6
million in 60 camps
 in South Kordofan &
Blue Nile: 200,000 in
government-controlled
areas
(source: UNOCHA)
Number of Refugees:
352 000 including 231
000 from South Sudan
(source: UNHCR)
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Key messages
 Thirteen years since the start of the Darfur conflict, violence and
insecurity continue to cause population displacements. More than 2
million people live uprooted from their homes in Darfur, including 1.6
million in camps. Since the beginning of the year, renewed fighting in
the Jebel Marra area has displaced more than 100 000 people.

Categorised by the
European Commission as
a ‘Forgotten Crisis’

 In South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, ongoing violence has

European Commission
humanitarian aid:

 Sudan has become the largest recipient of South Sudanese refugees

affected hundreds of thousand people, many of which have fled to
other parts of Sudan or to neighbouring Ethiopia* and South Sudan*.

in the region totalling 231 000 people. There has been a surge of new
arrivals since the beginning of 2016. Two-thirds of the 70 000 new
arrivals are children and women. Sudan also hosts over 130 000
refugees from countries in the region.

 over €288 million since
2011
 in 2016: €56 million
(including €30 million
in response to El Niño)

 Levels of child malnutrition remain critical across the country. An

estimated 2 million children suffer from acute malnutrition. 1.46
million children under age five, pregnant and breastfeeding women
are scheduled to receive vital nutritional support in 2016. In addition,
4.6 million people are facing serious food insecurity. 1.2 million
people have been directly affected by El Niño induced drought.

Humanitarian Aid and
Civil Protection
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Website:
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 The increasing needs call for greater humanitarian assistance, but aid
organisations operate in a difficult and constrained environment.
Unimpeded and timely access to populations is vital to assess their
needs and provide aid.

 In 2016, the European Commission has allocated €56 million for
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life-saving assistance to displaced families, refugees and people
affected by crises in Sudan.

Humanitarian situation and needs
The humanitarian situation in Sudan remains critical following years of conflict compounded by
natural disasters and underdevelopment. Sudan is classified by the European Commission as a
‘forgotten crisis’, i.e. a protracted crisis that receives little attention from media and the
international community. The country counts more than 2.5 million internally displaced people
(IDPs), is plagued by malnutrition and characterised by a lack of infrastructure and basic services.
Independent needs assessments and the timely delivery of aid to an estimated 5.8 million people in
need of humanitarian assistance are a constant challenge due to access constraints and
administrative hurdles. The number of people in need is on the increase since 2013 following
massive population displacements in Darfur and prolonged crises elsewhere in the country which are
hindering long-term recovery.
Over 2 million people are internally displaced in Darfur, and 100 000 newly displaced have been
reported since January 2016, due to the resumption of violence and insecurity in the Jebel Marra
area. Tensions also remain high in the so-called transitional areas of South Kordofan and Blue
Nile along the border with South Sudan. It is difficult to gauge the extent and severity of the crisis
given the lack of sustained access for humanitarian organisations, but there have been mass
displacements both internally, but also to South Sudan and Ethiopia who have received more than
244 000 and 38 000 people respectively.
The East of the country has some of the worst malnutrition indicators among children under five.
There are limited opportunities for international organisations to work in the area making it difficult
to link humanitarian and development aid. The region also hosts more than 90 000 refugees and
asylum seekers, who continue to cross into the country at a rate of 1 000 per month, mainly from
Eritrea.
The 231 000 South Sudanese refugees that have arrived in Sudan since fighting erupted in their
country in December 2013, live in open areas, camps or with local communities in Khartoum, White
Nile, East Darfur, South Darfur, North, South and West Kordofan. Basic needs are being addressed
by national and international organisations, but huge gaps remain in terms of protection, food,
shelter, water and health assistance. An estimated 350 000 South Sudanese continue to live in
Sudan since before their country’s independence, in often precarious conditions; at least 145 000
live in open areas in and around Khartoum.

The European Union's Humanitarian Response
The European Commission responds to emergency needs resulting from conflict, severe food
insecurity and malnutrition. Since 2011, the Commission has spent over €288 million in
humanitarian funding for live-saving assistance to people in Sudan, including €56 million so far in
2016. The initial allocation of €26 million for 2016 has been twice increased by a total of €30 million
in response to the El Niño induced drought.
Sudan is one of the beneficiaries of a €192-million emergency package in support of countries worst
affected by El Nino in the greater Horn of Africa.
The European Commission is providing support in the fields of health and nutrition, water and
sanitation, shelter, protection, emergency education, food security and livelihoods. It caters for the
needs of those affected by conflict with a focus on new emergencies, such as recent displacements
in Darfur and new arrivals from South Sudan. Food assistance and nutrition accounts for the bulk of
the Commission's humanitarian aid funding in Sudan, in response to above emergency levels of
malnutrition and food insecurity.
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Throughout the country, an estimated 2 million children are estimated to have suffered from acute
malnutrition in the course of 2015. This is mostly due to food insecurity, but also as a result of poor
access to health care and clean water. The Commission contributes to improved nutrition care in
some of the most critically hit regions. Regrettably, most humanitarian organisations that were
providing nutrition aid in eastern Sudan had their projects suspended by the authorities in 2012.

Examples of EU funded Humanitarian Projects in Sudan
In 2016, the European Commission's contribution is

enabling the World Food Programme (WFP) to
provide sorghum (a food staple in Sudan) to 137 000
displaced people in Darfur for three months and pulses
for more than 180 000 South Sudanese refugees for six
months. WFP is also using part of the contribution to
support 88 200 displaced people in Darfur with cashbased transfers in the form of food vouchers for three
months. The UN’s Humanitarian Air Services-UNHAS,
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which is run by WFP, also benefits from the funding and
allows humanitarian workers to travel to remote and
inaccessible areas to provide aid.

With funding from the European Commission, CARE has
provided water and sanitation services for vulnerable
people both inside camps and outside. CARE has reached
over 350 000 people with life-saving assistance in four
camps for internally displaced in Nyala. The high number
of deaths and emergency levels of malnutrition in Nyala
have been attributed to food insecurity, limited livelihood
opportunities and poor hygiene practices. The project has
provided clean drinking water, latrines and hygiene
training with the aim of preventing communicable
diseases and decreasing malnutrition, especially among
children under five and women.
Funded from the EU Children of Peace initiative, a programme for humanitarian projects that
provides education in emergency situations, ZOA runs a
programme to create ‘safe haven’ schools for children in
Gereida, in Sudan’s troubled Darfur region. Children aged
6 to 14 who have often only known conflict, are given the
opportunity to learn and play in a protective environment
in and around camps for displaced families. ZOA has
rehabilitated or constructed 50 classrooms and improved
the schools’ sanitation facilities. It also provides training
to teachers, parents and community leaders on how to
recognise and deal with child rights violations, as well as
with children who experience psychosocial problems.
© ZOA
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