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Facts & Figures
Most populous
African country with
over 178 million
inhabitants
2.2 million people
displaced in
northern Nigeria
(IOM)
186 000 refugees in
Niger, Chad and
Cameroon (UNHCR)
4.3 million people
facing a food
security crisis in
eight states of
Northern Nigeria
(Cadre Harmonisé)
European
Commission
humanitarian aid:
€73 million since
2014

Hundreds of thousands of children are displaced following escalating violence. ©EC/ECHO/Anouk
Delafortrie
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Over seven years of conflict and violence towards the civilian population in NorthEastern Nigeria, over 20 000 people have been killed and 2.2 million displaced
within the country. 186 000 people have fled to neighbouring Niger, Cameroon
and Chad.
Many internally displaced people (IDPs) live in dire conditions in informal
settlements. They need assistance in terms of protection, shelter, nutrition,
access to water and healthcare - but the most urgent priority remains to address
the significant food insecurity which is affecting hundreds of thousands of IDPs in
accessible and newly liberated areas.
The European Commission is providing immediate assistance to cover the basic
needs of the displaced, refugees in neighbouring countries and host families. The
Commission's aid is complementary to the assistance provided by the authorities.
However, given the scale of needs, much more humanitarian support is required
quickly.
In the Far North of Nigeria, the international agencies operational there remain
largely focused on few accessible areas where the vast majority of IDPs are
displaced. Access to newly liberated areas remains a major challenge due to their
remoteness and the prevailing volatile security situation. The European
Commission advocates for save humanitarian access and an increased operational
presence of humanitarian organisations on the ground so that more people in
need can be reached.
The conflict has had a major impact on agriculture and trade, thus worsening the
difficult food and nutrition situation in northern Nigeria. Many health facilities have
shut down and tens of thousands of acutely malnourished children do not access
the required treatment to survive or recover. The conflict-affected children and
their mothers are particularly exposed to undernutrition due to poor diet, lack of
resources and assistance
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Nigeria is Africa's leading oil producer. Despite its large oil revenues, it has one of the highest levels
of income disparity worldwide and is facing considerable humanitarian challenges, poverty and
growing inequalities. The majority of the population has no access to health care, education and safe
drinking water and other basic goods and services, making 6.2 million people depended on external
assistance (Nigeria 2016 UNOCHA Humanitarian Response Plan).
Since 2009, Nigeria has faced the insurgency of the militant group Boko Haram. The ongoing
violence in north-eastern Nigeria has claimed the lives of thousands of civilians in the past year
alone. Particularly violent attacks took place in towns bordering Niger*, Chad* and Cameroon*. Last
months, the number of Boko Haram attacks on civilians has been on the rise in the North-East of the
country. The re-taking of many towns and villages by Nigerian security forces in Borno and Yobe
States has further highlighted the need for an increased emergency humanitarian response as
access to the affected vulnerable populations slightly improves. In addition, massive needs have also
been identified in newly accessible areas and should be met quickly, taking account of the prevailing
volatile situation.
The widespread violence due to Boko Haram has prompted a massive displacement. Since a state
of emergency was declared in Yobe, Borno and Adamawa states in 2013, massacres, suicide
bombings and mass abductions have become daily threats across the region. 2.2 million Nigerians
have been forcibly displaced within the country. While some displaced families have found
shelter with relatives, hundreds of thousands of people still live in precarious conditions in informal
settlements, schools, courtyards and open fields in and around towns where they mostly rely on the
charity of local communities. 186 000 have fled to neighbouring Niger, Cameroon and Chad
(UNHCR). Despite recent success by the national and regional armed forces in driving Boko Haram
out of many areas, the situation remains difficult as Boko Haram has taken to hit-and-run attacks
against the population. At present, a large-scale safe return of IDPs and refugees is not possible.
The volatile situation also hampers needs assessments and the adequate provision of aid. Few
international agencies and organisations are present in the Far North.
Increased attention has to be paid to growing food insecurity in the North-East. The current food
crisis, driven by insecurity and the almost halt of sub-regional cross border trade, already has
massive consequences. Over 15 million people are food insecure, out of whom over 3.4 million are
severely food insecure and in need of immediate food assistance according to the Cadre Harmonisé
food security information system. The situation is expected to worsen due to the lean season (June
to August), with an estimated 4.3 million people facing a food security crisis. Therefore, an
immediate scale up of emergency assistance to the affected population is required.
In parallel to humanitarian aid, solid investment in resilience building is required to help improve the
situation of the most vulnerable in the medium and longer term.
Nigeria is also regularly affected by seasonal floods and epidemics such as cholera, polio and
measles.

European Union's humanitarian response
The European Commission allocated €21.5 million for humanitarian assistance in Nigeria in
2015 and has dedicated €40 million for 2016. Humanitarian needs are massive. However, due
to the difficulties in access, especially in the North-East of the country, providing humanitarian
assistance remains very challenging.
Since 2010, the European Commission has steadily stepped up its funding for the humanitarian
response in Nigeria. The focus is on providing immediate assistance to cover the basic needs of
the large number of internally displaced people in the states of Borno, Yobe and Adamawa.
*All the latest ECHO Factsheets:
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Emergency food assistance as well as non-food items are being provided. Health care,
nutrition and the protection of displaced people and other victims of violence are also priorities. The
Commission advocates for an increased operational presence of international humanitarian
organisations, full and unhindered humanitarian access to people in need and enhanced coordination
among aid organisations.

Examples of humanitarian projects in Nigeria
While providing humanitarian assistance remains absolutely essential, there is a need for more solid
investment in resilience building and development efforts. This should be carried out in parallel to
the on-going scaling up of humanitarian assistance to help provide more sustainable solutions.
Funded by the European Commission, humanitarian partner
organisations like OXFAM and the International Rescue Committee are
addressing the basic needs of the displaced in terms of food
assistance, water and sanitation as well as access to health care.
©EC/ECHO/I. Coello

Acknowledging the food insecurity level in Nigeria, in 2016 the
European Commission supports the World Food Programme in NorthEast Nigeria. Through this funding, life-saving food assistance is
provided to the most vulnerable IDPs and host communities.
Furthermore, food security analysis and capacity building of State
actors is supported. © WFP/Adel Sarkozi
Severe acute malnutrition is responsible for more than a third of all
child deaths in Nigeria. In the Northern state of Katsina, the European
Commission has been funding Save the Children for the community
management of acute malnutrition. In 2015, 90 000 severely
malnourished children were treated and 1 000 health workers were
trained in the management of malnutrition. In addition, 1 240
community volunteers were instructed to detect undernourished
children and refer them to treatment centres. With its partners, the European Commission has
contributed to a significant scaling up of nutrition care for acutely malnourished children in Nigeria in
the last years, from 40 000 in 2010 to over 285 000 in 2014. ©Save the Children
Supporting the Danish Refugee Council (DRC), the European
Commission is also providing assistance to the extremely
vulnerable population through a multi sectorial strategy. DRC
improves living standards thus reducing the vulnerability of IDP and
host households by ensuring access to core relief items (by cash,
voucher or Non-Food Items-NFI), and ensures access to potable water
and a clean environment. Moreover, individual cases of extreme
vulnerability and/or human rights violations are identified, referred and managed at community level
and provided with individual protection assistance. In total, 36 000 people will receive assistance
including IDPs, returnees and vulnerable host communities. Special attention will be paid to
protection and resilience needs for women and children/youth, including people with disabilities. The
European Commission supports the development of community-based protection mechanisms to
provide concrete assistance and facilitate durable solutions that are beneficiary-driven.
©EC/ECHO/Anouk Delafortrie
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