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& Figures
shortage

37 801 Malians
internally
displaced (Source:
CMP / IOM June
2016)
134 262 Malians
have sought
refuge in Niger,
Mauritania and
Burkina Faso
(Source: HCR, June
2016)
Mali has the 8th
highest infant
mortality rate in
the world.
In 2016, 180 000
children under five
shall suffer from
Severe Acute
Malnutrition
(Source: UN, Dec
2015)
EU humanitarian
funding to Mali:

The security situation in northern Mali has deteriorated and hampers humanitarian aid ©MDM Belgique
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The populations of northern Mali are exhausted by two consecutive food
crisis and four years of conflict between the army, separatists groups and
radical Islamist militias. Despite the signature of a peace agreement in
June 2015, the deal has not yet provided peace dividends, the security
situation remains volatile and humanitarian needs are far from
having decreased.
Insecurity targeting national and international defence forces prevents
state authority and basic services from being restored in northern Mali.
As a result, 1.5 million people still depend on international
humanitarian assistance.
Humanitarian space is fragile and the situation volatile. To preserve
access to people in need, it is crucial that the lines between humanitarian
assistance and the political stabilization agenda are not blurred.
Conditions are not favourable for a safe and durable return of
refugees and internally displaced people to large parts of the north.
Access to basic social services such as health care, nutrition, water and
education remain a major concern.
Acute malnutrition levels exceed emergency thresholds in certain
areas of the country, while food insecurity looms for the poorest and
most vulnerable families, especially in the north. As the lean season
(June – August) begins , it is estimated that 3 million people are food
insecure while 423 000 people need emergency food assistance.(Cadre
Harmonisé)
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Background
Mali faces an extremely complex humanitarian emergency. A succession of food crises in the last
decade significantly weakened the livelihoods of the poorest families. This situation has been
further aggravated by the conflict that began with a coup in 2012, and that involves Government
forces, separatists groups and radical Islamist militias (AQMI, Ansar Dine, Al Mourabitoune, MUJAO
and Front de Libération du Macina are active in the north and expanding southwards).
Despite a peace agreement signed by some of the armed actors in May/June 2015, there is still a
long way to go and many challenges to overcome to restore peace in the north of Mali and the
consequences of the shocks continue to directly affect the civilian populations, especially the most
vulnerable. The delay in restoring the rule of law in the northern regions maintain a high level of
banditry and crimes on civilians while the number of deadly asymmetric attacks attributed to
armed radical groups targeting national and international security and defence force increase. This
level of insecurity makes access to the populations in need by humanitarian organisations very
challenging.
The conflict in Mali is compounded with the ongoing food and nutrition crisis which affects the
entire Sahel region*. It is an immense challenge for humanitarian workers to provide adequate
assistance to conflict-affected people against a backdrop of instability, food insecurity and
malnutrition.

Major needs and related problems
Around 37 000 people are still internally displaced in Mali. Both IDPs and host communities are
in need of support, including food assistance, access to health care and water.
The security situation is volatile. Attacks on medical missions have taken place and vehicles from
humanitarian organizations are being stolen or prevented from reaching those in urgent need of
aid.
In a context of asymmetric attacks continuously targeting national and international defence
forces, principled humanitarian assistance must be clearly distinct from the political stabilization
agenda in order to preserve the fragile humanitarian space.
Although the 2015 agricultural campaign was considered as relatively good, poor people who are
dependent on access to markets remain under stress. The March 2016’s Cadre Harmonisé sets at
3 million the number of food insecure people at the start of the lean season, of which 423 000
people requires immediate emergency food assistance. However, this caseload could
increase significantly given the precarious situation.
The last nation-wide nutritional survey (SMART 2015) shows that the situation in all regions of the
country remains serious, with an average prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition of 12.4%.
All regions record rates above the 10% threshold, with a serious deterioration in Timbuktu,
Sikasso and Kayes. The average Severe Acute Malnutrition rate is 2.8%, above the 2% World
Health Organisation threshold requiring immediate intervention.
In northern Mali, the population is mostly pastoralist and depends on cattle. Access to water* is
critical in most northern rural areas and lack of pasture puts cattle at risk, further aggravating the
nutritional situation of the population. There has been an intensification of intercommunal tensions
and of the episodes of violence.
Over 90% of health structures in the north deliver essential services thanks to the support of
humanitarian partners. They ensure the government policy of free health care in conflict-affected
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areas is implemented. As long as state authority and social services can’t resume, their role
remain essential to maintain qualified staff and ensure the regular supply of quality drugs.
Measles epidemics have been controlled with the help of humanitarian actors in the region of
Kidal and Gao; however, cholera remains endemic.
Approximately 135 000 Malians continue to live as refugees in camps in neighbouring
countries: Niger, Mauritania and Burkina Faso, where assistance to refugees needs to be
maintained, as the security situation in northern Mali remains volatile. Some 48 947 have returned
as of April 2016, voluntarily or assisted by the UN refugee agency UNHCR.

The European Union's humanitarian response
The EU is a major contributor of relief assistance to Mali. Since the beginning of the crisis in 2012,
the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (DG ECHO) has
allocated around €46 million per year in humanitarian aid to the country. In 2016, the European
Commission has an initial budget of €40.7 million to respond to the needs in Mali.
Above 25 ECHO partners are providing assistance to vulnerable populations affected by the
conflict, including food assistance, protection, access to free health care, access to safe water,
provision of non-food items. About 70 % of ECHO response contributes to the assistance for people
in the northern regions affected by the conflict, and the provision of emergency food assistance to
240 000 people. Families were given emergency food rations and cash transfers or vouchers.
Access to essential health services for the most vulnerable in the conflict-affected regions fully
depends upon the provision of drugs and support by humanitarian organizations. EU humanitarian
funding has allowed partner organizations to reinforce health structures and ensure basic health
and nutrition* care to over 800 000 people.
To ensure humanitarian access, ECHO’s air service ECHO flight started serving secondary routes in
the north in January 2014. This facilitates the movement of humanitarian workers and provisions to
the most inaccessible areas, including Kidal, where humanitarian presence remains limited and
ECHO is currently the only humanitarian air operator. The European Commission is also supporting
financially the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS).
For Malian refugees* in the camps of Mauritania, Niger and Burkina Faso, assistance is being
maintained for the provision of shelter, non-food items, food rations, water and sanitation,
protection, health and nutrition care.
Since 2012, the European Commission has made a significant yearly contribution of more than €11
million for the treatment of severe acute malnutrition throughout the country. This has
helped to drastically increase the number of children who receive life-saving treatment in the
country, which has almost doubled since 2012.
In response to the recurrent food and nutrition crises, the European Commission's International
Cooperation and Development department (DEVCO) and ECHO have championed AGIR*, a global
alliance aimed at strengthening the resilience* of the poorest families in the Sahel and achieving
‘zero hunger’ by 2032. Mali has already validated its Country Resilience Priorities.
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Examples of humanitarian projects
The conflict has made access to healthcare in the north extremely
challenging. Most of the health centres operate with support of
humanitarian partners. The European Commission funds Première
Urgence International (PU-I) to provide to provide access to free
quality health care to about 150 000 persons including nutrition
rehabilitation for children under five years old, pregnant women and
lactating mothers and runs clinics mobile to reach nomadic and
isolated communities. PU-I supports 32 health zones in 4 health
districts in the areas of Gao and Kidal. © PU-I
Under-nutrition is a very serious problem in Mali, not only in the conflictaffected Northern regions but also in the South. Our partner ALIMA
supports the health structures in the Koulikoro region to prevent and
treat under-nutrition. As malaria is an aggravating factor of
undernutrition, their actions are combined with the so-called CPS
(Chimio-prévention saisonière), seasonal administration of antimalarial
drugs, which are having very good results in decreasing the number of
malaria cases. © EU/ECHO/Isabel Coello
ECHO flight operates in the north of Mali, providing an essential
service to humanitarian organisations and ensuring safe access to the
most remote and hard to reach communities affected by violence. In
2015, ECHO flight transported more than 3 400 humanitarian workers
and close to 9 000 kg of humanitarian cargo. In addition, the European
Commission also funds the United Nation’s Humanitarian Air Service
(UNHAS). © EU/ECHO/Isabel Coello
Some 50 000 Malian refugees continue to live in M'berra camp amidst
the arid plains of eastern Mauritania. ECHO partners are working in this
desert environment to meet refugees' basic needs. The European
Commission has funded the set-up of a water supply system which
provides refugees with the recommended amount of water per day for
drinking, cooking and hygiene. Given the isolated location of the camp,
the Commission supports the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service to
transport humanitarian workers to and from the camp. © EU/ECHO/Anouk Delafortrie
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) provides specialised
nutrition care for more than 8 000 severely malnourished children in the
health district of Kati. During the weekly check-up visits, sensitisation
sessions about good nutrition and hygiene practices are held for the
mothers. ECHO continues to support malnutrition care across the country
through many different partners and funds the supply of ready-to-use
therapeutic foods to the health facilities. © IRC
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