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Facts & Figures
(as of June 2016)

Number of people of
concern in Jordan:
Over 640 000 Syrian
refugees
Over 50 000 registered
Iraqis
20 000 + Palestine
refugees from Syria
Over 3 560 Yemenis

European
Commission funding
for Jordan since the
start of the crisis:
More than €637
million for Syrian
refugees / and host
communities, including
€251 million in
humanitarian
assistance

One Syrian refugee family benefitting from an ECHO-supported child cash grant
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Key messages


The civil war in Syria continues unabated, with humanitarian needs and the
number of refugees continuing to increase. The European Union
commends the Government of Jordan for its sustained and generous
support to the more than 636 000 Syrian refugees.



The EU will continue to support the Jordanian Government and
humanitarian actors on the ground in supporting vulnerable Syrian
refugees in particular the new arrivals in camps and those living outside of
camps, as well as Jordanian host communities.



Since the beginning of the crisis the European Commission has allocated
more than €637 million in assistance to refugees and vulnerable
communities in Jordan, including more than €251 million from the
humanitarian budget. This figure includes the €53 million recently
announced by Commissioner Stylianides on the occasion of the 5 th
anniversary of the Syria Crisis



The situation for refugees is of increasing concern in countries
neighbouring Syria, including Jordan. The EU calls upon the
Government of Jordan to ensure the sufficient protection of refugees in the
country in line with humanitarian principles and to continue to allow access
to people stranded at the border in need of urgent humanitarian assistance
as this is essential to save lives.
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Major needs and related problems

As the civil war in Syria continues unabated, Jordan has contributed substantial and generous assistance to
Syrian refugees. As of March 2016, there are over 636 000 Syrian refugees in Jordan, with children
comprising over 50% of this population. Most of the refugees (about 81%) are living in host communities, while
the remaining live in three refugee camps. The conflict in Syria and Iraq is having an important impact on
the country's socioeconomic conditions. The country's community resources, infrastructure and social
services have been seriously overstretched and rising rents and competition for jobs have contributed to raising
tensions between refugees and host populations.
Security concerns due to the instability in the region have led to restrictions at Jordan’s borders on
persons fleeing conflict and persecution in Syria.
Although in the last months the number of Syrian refugees arriving in Jordan through the Eastern border has
increased, it is estimated that over 76 000 individuals, most of them women and children, are waiting
to access Jordan in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. There are important concerns regarding the
poor conditions of refugees, especially for the pregnant women, infants and children. Humanitarian
organisations present at the border are stepping up their efforts aiming at addressing the urgent humanitarian
needs of the refugees stranded at the berm.
While in the last years life in Jordan has become increasingly difficult for Syrian refugees due to restrictions on
their ability to reside out of camps and the absence of livelihood opportunities, 2016 has brought positive
developments on the Government side. The Government of Jordan is exploring a new model of response,
turning the Syria crisis into a development opportunity that includes access to the labour market for Syrian
refugees. Allowing Syrian refugees to live with dignity while they stay in Jordan, legalising their stay,
strengthening the protection framework and ensuring access to livelihood is the best way to reduce
vulnerability and allow them to have a hope for the future.

The European Union's Humanitarian Response
Funding
Since the beginning of the crisis, the European Commission has channeled some €637 million to Jordan
through humanitarian, development and macro financial assistance. The European Commission's
Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection department (ECHO) has contributed more than €251 million,
providing services such as health, food and basic needs assistance, winterisation, shelter, water and
sanitation, psychosocial support and protection programmes to refugees in camps and in urban settings. The
provision of basic services in villages and towns across the country also includes vulnerable Jordanian
families. Specific programs support women and children's needs, as approximately 51% of the refugees are
women and children.
With 81% of the refugees living in urban settings, the European Commission supports the most vulnerable
refugees through cash assistance as it is considered the most cost-efficient and dignified modality. Cash
programmes include UNICEF cash grant for the most vulnerable Syrian refugee children which prevents
vulnerable families from relying on negative coping mechanisms, by helping to cover needs and expenses
specific to each child including schooling costs. In Zaatari and Azraq refugee camps, the European Commission
has invested in health and wash facilities and this year will continue to support reproductive health facilities
including the UNFPA clinic in Zaatari, where around 300 babies are born every month.
As a priority in 2016, humanitarian funding supports the emergency needs of the more than 57.000 refugees
stranded along the North-Eastern border with Syria as the situation has become an emergency. Asylum seekers
conditions at the border are dire as in some cases they wait many months before having access with irregular
and limited humanitarian support. Urgent life-saving assistance is required to meet the basic needs and the EU
is working with international organizations such as WFP's for weekly food distributions, UNICEF for distribution
of water and nutrition activities for young children, ICRC for health and UNHCR for registration of new arrivals.
UNICEF mobile teams provide mothers and new born babies with kits as often deliveries take place in terrible
conditions. With an increasing number of new arrivals to Azraq Camp, another priority is to ensure their basic
assistance and shelter in the Camp.

*All the latest ECHO Factsheets:
bit.ly/echo-fs

ECHO Factsheet – Jordan: Syrian Crisis - June 2016 - Page 2 /2

