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Facts & Figures
People in need of
humanitarian
assistance:
10 million
11-13 million expected
by the end of the 2016

Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs)
3.3 million since
January 2014
In addition, 1.13
million IDPs from
previous years
(Source: Ministry of
Displacement and
Migration)

European
Commission
Humanitarian Aid
2015-2016:
€241.75 million for
both Iraqi IDPs and
Syrian refugees inside
Iraq
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Terre Des Hommes (TDH) distributing ECHO funded emergency assistance to newly
displaced families in Salah al-Din. Source TDH. Photo credit: TDH

Key messages
 Since January 2014, 3.3 million Iraqis have been internally
displaced. Military operations in the northern governorates of Salah al
Din, Kirkuk and Ninewa lead to new displacement into under-served
locations. Those fleeing face increasing barriers to access safe locations,
humanitarian partners struggle to reach new areas of displacement and
absorption capacity of currently existing displacement sites is
overwhelmed. The upcoming Mosul operation is set to exponentially
increase the need to protect and assist over 1 million civilians.
Grave concerns over the protection of civilians during and after the
hostilities need to be mitigated. Lifesaving humanitarian assistance and
protection are to be ensured at every point of the operation, including at
security screening sites.
 The European Commission is at the forefront of the
humanitarian response to emerging needs in Iraq. Building up on
the already pre-positioned humanitarian protection and assistance
capacities, the European Commission allocated in September 2016 further
€30 million are to strengthen lifesaving support in northern and central
Iraq. This amount brings the overall European Commission budget for
humanitarian aid to €134 million in 2016; and over €241 million,
since 2015 alone.
 The European Union calls on all parties to the conflict to protect
affected civilians by fully respecting International Humanitarian Law
(IHL), including the principle of distinction between civilians and
combatants, facilitating access of fleeing civilians to safer ground and
ensuring humane treatment and protection upon reception.
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Due to the current intensification of the conflict and widespread violations of IHL, during and
after the hostilities, humanitarian needs in Iraq grow by the day. The escalating military operations in
northern Salah al Din and southern Ninewa governorates towards Mosul, along with sustained clashes
in Jazerat al Khalidiyah and Jazerat Heet, Anbar governorate, have highly increased humanitarian
needs and protection concerns.
In Ninewa governorate, latest military operations by government's and government affiliated forces
around Al Qayyarah – South Ninewa – have led to the displacement of over 18 000 individuals towards
Salah al Din governorate and Makhmour district, in Erbil governorate. At the end of August, the
Government of Iraq announced their complete control over Qayyarah city. Since the end of the
operation, Iraqi Security forces have sought to contain displacement from the city and surrounding
areas, as well as to promote returns to the city. So far, over 4 100 individuals have returned from
Salah al-Din and Makhmour to towns and villages surrounding Qayyarah. The highly insecure route
used by military forces to relocate fleeing civilians to/from northern Salah al-Din is under regular attack
by IS during the past month and poses serious risks on the safety of IDPs/returnees on the move.
In Salah al-Din governorate, the number of those displaced as result of latest military operations in
the northern district of Shirqat, as well as from Hawija district in Kirkuk governorate and from Ninewa
governorate, topped 120 000 individuals by mid-September. Displacement into Salah al Din has been
limited to the northern districts of Tikrit and Baiji. Severe humanitarian needs and protection concerns
remain over the assurance of humane treatment and observance of basic protection safeguards at
checkpoints and security screening sites, as well as access to and delivery of humanitarian assistance.
Only those IDP families able to secure sponsorship from local citizens are allowed to move out of
dedicated reception centers, with those unable to, spending days or weeks at these centers.
Displacement from Hawija district, in Kirkuk governorate, has also increased, due to up-coming
military operations in the area, reaching an average of 2 500 individuals per week. Many of these
displaced persons head towards northern Salah al Din, eastern areas of Kirkuk and/or Makhmour
district, in Erbil governorate. Rough estimates, based on recent IOM DTM numbers, indicate that as
many as 225 000 IDPs from Anbar, Salah al Din and Diyala could be affected by forced return policies
in Kirkuk. The above described displacement accounts for one tenth of the expected displacement that
could result from the Mosul military operation. Of the one million civilians who may flee Mosul city, 700
000 are expected to require shelter assistance – the remaining 300 000 are expected to be absorbed
by sponsorship processes. Out of the above, 100 000 are expected to be relocated in Erbil and
Sulaymaniyah, 250 000 in northern Ninewa and 350 000 in southern Ninewa and northern Salah al Din.
The emergency response is already overstretched. Camps are severely overcrowded, thousands
of families are forced to share tents, sleep outside or find any sort of shelter from the sun, as
temperatures still reach 50 degrees Celsius. Temperatures are soon expected to drop to the opposite
extreme during winter. Drinking water is in dangerously short supply. Due to current limited efforts
towards a more sustainable response to increase water availability, humanitarian partners are water
trucking from neighboring Governorates.
Sanitation facilities are also a priority, as the small number of latrines are unable to meet the needs of
the thousands of new displaced, as well as ensuring that the necessary maintenance arrangements are
put in place so that they are usable. There is a critical need for displaced families to undergo nutritional
assessments and receive immunizations, having faced severe food shortages and not received routine
vaccinations for the past two years. There is also a critical necessity for effective site management and
local coordination services, in order to improve the overall effectiveness of the response, and maximize
the use of the resources available.
Humanitarian access and providing effective protection to civilians affected by the conflict are
extremely challenging. There are serious protection concerns regarding the treatment of civilians
displaced as a result of the ongoing military operations.
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The European Union's Response
The EU is engaged in providing humanitarian assistance to all civilians in need, in a way consistent with
humanitarian principles of independence, impartiality, and neutrality. Aid has to be delivered to all
populations in need, regardless of their religious affiliation, and in a proportional manner, prioritising
areas with the highest needs and lowest response capacity.
Assisting conflict affected populations inside Iraq
In response to the growing humanitarian needs of those displaced by the intensifying conflict, the
European Commission committed a total of €134 million in humanitarian assistance in 2016.
The European Commission's humanitarian support consists of an integrated, multi-sector life-saving
response to the most vulnerable groups.
ECHO supported partners are at the forefront of the emergency response to those newly
displaced in Iraq. The ECHO funded Rapid Response Mechanism, which is led by UNICEF, WFP and
UNFPA and implemented through a group of international and national NGOs, has been delivering basic
food, hygiene, water and dignity items to over 90 000 newly displaced individuals arriving in Northern
Salah al-Din, and over 30 000 in towns and villages surrounding Qayyarah, on both the Eastern and
West side of the Tigris. ECHO supported health partners, including WHO, UNFPA, International Medical
Corps (IMC) and Relief International (RI), are providing emergency primary healthcare and
reproductive health services in the same areas.
Access to water and sanitation has been a priority for ECHO. In Northern Salah al-Din, Terre Des
Homme (TDH), UNICEF and RI have been addressing water supply, storage and treatment needs, as
well as installing basic sanitation facilities for over 90 000 individuals. Under the technical guidance of
the Iraq Shelter Cluster, ECHO’s shelter partners in Northern Salah al Din - IOM, TDH and UNHCR have started to distribute mobile emergency shelter kits, tailored to the transit nature of the IDP
population and their residence in out of camp locations. Through ECHO supported emergency
humanitarian cash transfers, over 27 000 displaced individuals have received immediate cash
support, within one month of initial displacement.
The latest EU's humanitarian funding worth €30 million allocated in September 2016 will be
used to: (1) Support life-saving assistance for those affected by the ongoing conflict, focusing on
reinforcing the response capacity in Northern Salah al Din and in recently retaken areas in Southern
Ninewa, as well as new displacement from Hawidja into Kirkuk. (2) Support preparedness for upcoming
conflict, focusing on assisting partners in building access through their response in Mosul and
Hamdaniyah districts, in preparation for the humanitarian consequences of the Mosul operation, as well
as support efforts to reach underserved locations in Western Anbar. (3) Support transition to second
line assistance in extremely fragile contexts, focusing on violence prone areas of the Anbar corridor,
Kirkuk and disputed internal boundaries, hosting displaced populations.
The EU continues to call on all parties to the conflict to take concrete steps to ensure that all
civilians are protected and assistance is delivered in accordance with International
Humanitarian Law and humanitarian principles, during all military campaigns in Iraq and specifically
the Mosul campaign.
Assisting Iraqi refugees in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon
The European Commission is providing assistance in the area of food and non-food items to meet the
basic needs of vulnerable Iraqi refugees, currently residing in neighboring countries. In Lebanon and
Jordan, new Iraqi refugee are being supported through an EU-funded cash assistance programme run
by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR.
Supporting refugees from Syria
Since the outbreak of the conflict in Syria, almost 240 000 people have fled the violence into Iraq,
mainly into its Kurdish region. The Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department
(ECHO) provides support inside and outside the camps, in terms of food assistance, basic health care,
water and sanitation, protection, psychosocial support, and the distribution of essential household
items. Around 40% of Syrian refugees assisted by ECHO in Iraq are children under 18; 41% women.
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