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Facts & Figures
People in need of
humanitarian
assistance:
10 million
11-13 million expected by
the end of the year
Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs)
3.4 million since January
2014
In addition, 1.13 million
IDPs from previous years

(Ministry of Displacement and Migration)

European Commission
Humanitarian Aid
2013-2015:
€133.65 million for
Iraqi IDPs, Syrian
refugees in Iraq and Iraqi
refugees in neighbouring
countries
Over €22 million for
Syrian refugees only in
Iraq
€1.8 million under the
EU Children of Peace
initiative
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Key messages
 The humanitarian situation in Iraq continues to deteriorate
and needs are growing: 10 million people, nearly a third of the
total country’s population, are in need of humanitarian assistance.
Since January 2014, 3.4 million Iraqis have been internally
displaced.
 With the recent escalation of the conflict, ensuring that civilians are
protected during and after the conduct of hostilities is the
main challenge. The European Union calls on all parties to the
conflict to protect civilian during and after hostilities by fully
respecting the rules of international humanitarian law,
including the principle of distinction between civilians and
combatants, facilitating access of fleeing civilians to safer ground.
 Humanitarian access is a priority throughout the country and
especially, in hard-to-reach areas, besieged cities (e.g. Falluja) and
locations outside governmental control.
 Responding to growing humanitarian needs, the European
Commission has significantly increased its humanitarian aid to Iraq,
allocating €107.65 million in 2015. A substantial amount is
foreseen for 2016 as well. Commissioner Stylianides visited the
country twice in 2015, reinforcing humanitarian diplomacy efforts
and principled action.
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Due to the current intensification of conflict and widespread violations of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL), needs are increasing even further. Ongoing fighting moving Northwest
from Baghdad (including Fallujah, Heet, Al Baghdadi, Haditha) and North, towards Mosul (including
around Makhmour and Hawija) has already generated substantial new displacement of people.
In Anbar governorate, the main urban area of Fallujah has now been under siege for more than
three months, with up to 30 000 civilians unable to flee and affected by food shortages and lack of
medicine. The governorate is currently affected by multiple and repeated population displacement due
to the conflict, currently focused in Ameriyat Fallujah and Fallujah districts. Since 1 March 2016, 60
000 individuals have been displaced inside Anbar governorate. Some 5 050 people have recently been
displaced into IDP camps and transit locations between 20 April and 3 May. Displacements and returns
are confined to locations close to the active front-line, in hard to reach areas for humanitarian partners.
Military operations continue in Makhmour district. As a result, over 4 300 individuals were displaced
until 5 May 2016.
The escalation of the conflict is shrinking civilians' protection space in the country, with limited access
of affected populations to safety, basic services or lifesaving assistance. Humanitarian access and
providing effective protection to civilians affected by the conflict are extremely challenging
Continuing violence and insecurity, obstruction by parties to the conflict and operational
constraints of humanitarian actors hinder the humanitarian community's ability to reach
people in need, especially in disputed/hard to reach or conflict-affected areas.
There are serious protection concerns regarding the treatment of civilians displaced as a
result of the military operations in Anbar and Makhmour. The majority of displaced populations
in Iraq are hosted outside camp settings, including makeshift tents, informal settlements and
unfinished buildings. Water for drinking and general use is scarce, as well as suitable sanitation
facilities or services. The provision of basic, lifesaving services such as shelter, food, health
care and water and sanitation remains a key priority.

The European Union's Response
The EU is engaged in providing humanitarian assistance to all civilians in need, in a way consistent with
humanitarian principles of independence, impartiality, and neutrality. Aid has to be delivered to all
populations in need, regardless on their religious affiliation, and in a proportional manner, prioritising
areas with the highest needs and lowest response. The European Commission's humanitarian
programme in Iraq helps internally displaced Iraqis and Syrian refugees, as well as Iraqi refugees in
the neighbouring countries.
Assisting people displaced inside Iraq
In response to the growing humanitarian needs of those displaced by ongoing violence, the European
Commission has allocated and fully contracted a total of €107.65 million in humanitarian
assistance in 2015. A substantial amount is also foreseen for 2016. The European Commission's
humanitarian support comprises an integrated, multi-sector life-saving response to the most vulnerable
groups. The assistance focuses on newly displaced civilians, neglected IDPs/Syrian refugees and those
living in conflict affected and hard to reach areas. The Commission is directly present in the country,
with a field based humanitarian office, that monitors the situation on the ground and support the
coordination of the humanitarian response.
The European Commission has played a key role in improving the quality of the humanitarian
response throughout Iraq and has been instrumental in reaching people in underserved and
conflict affected areas.
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Emergency lifesaving assistance, supported by the Commission, has been promptly
dispatched to newly displaced populations, in Anbar governorate and Makhmour district:
ready-to-eat food, clean water, hygiene supplies, emergency and primary health care and core relief
items.
The European Commission continues to increase its humanitarian support to protractedly
displaced extremely vulnerable households in Baghdad and Kirkuk. This complements ongoing
support to most affected hosting governorates, seeking to maximize complementarities with other EU
funding streams, with EU MS contributions and with governmental social protection schemes.
The EU continues to call on all parties to the conflict to ensure respect of International
Humanitarian Law - during and after the conduct of hostilities, especially during airstrikes, in
areas under siege and in the treatment of displaced populations - and to facilitate access to people in
need of life-saving humanitarian support. The EU also continues to advocate for the safe, voluntary and
non-discriminatory return of displaced populations to places of origin. The Commission supports the
dissemination of IHL principles to state and non-state armed groups in the country through
humanitarian partners.

Assisting Iraqi refugees in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon
The European Commission is providing assistance in the area of food and non-food items to meet the
basic needs of vulnerable Iraqi refugees, currently residing in neighbouring countries. In Lebanon and
Jordan, new Iraqi refugee are being supported through an EU-funded cash assistance programme run
by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), targeting the most vulnerable refugees including female-headed
households, families with several dependents, the disabled and elderly, and medical cases.
Supporting refugees from Syria
Since the outbreak of the conflict in Syria, almost 250 000 people have fled the violence into Iraq,
mainly into its Kurdish region. The Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department
(ECHO) provides support inside and outside the camps, in terms of food assistance, basic health care,
water and sanitation, protection, psychosocial support, and the distribution of essential household
items. Around 40% of Syrian refugees assisted by ECHO in Iraq were children under 18; 41% women.
EU Children of Peace: education in conflict situations
In 2013-2015, under the EU Children of Peace initiative, the European Commission had funded
four projects in Iraq to provide basic education to Iraqi IDP and Syrian refugee children, for a
total of €1.8 million. The EU Children of Peace was launched with the Nobel Peace Prize received by
the EU in 2012 for its achievements in peace on the European continent. The initiative funds
humanitarian projects for children in conflict regions, providing them with access to schools
where they can learn in a safe environment, as well as with child protection services aimed
at helping them heal form their traumatic war experiences.
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