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Facts & Figures

Over 14 million
people in the Horn of
Africa (HoA) –
Kenya, Ethiopia,
Somalia, Uganda and
Djibouti - are in need
of humanitarian
assistance.
Among them, 8.2
million people in
Ethiopia, 1.1 million
in Kenya, and 4.9
million in Somalia
are food insecure.
There are about 2
million internally
displaced persons
(IDPs) and 1.7
million refugees in
the region.
European
Commission
humanitarian
assistance –
2016: €77 million
Total EU Funding
(Member States
and Commission)
to date –
over €1 billion since
2011
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Protection
B-1049 Brussels, Belgium
Tel.: (+32 2) 295 44 00
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email:
echo-info@ec.europa.eu
Website:
http://ec.europa.eu/echo
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Building resilience in Southern Ethiopia. Good hygiene keeps illnesses away and helps fight
malnutrition. ©EU/ECHO/Martin Karimi

Key messages
 The Horn of Africa (HoA) region is regularly exposed to natural
disasters and disease outbreaks. Food security and nutrition levels
have deteriorated, with persisting high vulnerability in arid and semiarid lands.
 This year the El Niño weather phenomenon is considerably affecting
the region. In Ethiopia, the underperformance of two consecutive rainy
seasons has affected the country's agricultural harvest cycle.
Consequently, some 8.2 million Ethiopians are facing food insecurity.
 Meanwhile, the number of South Sudanese refugees crossing into
Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda continues to rise. The HoA is also home to
close to 1 million refugees from Somalia, while the internal
displacement of almost 2 million people remains a constant challenge.
The spill-over of the Yemen crisis adds further pressure on Somalia
and Djibouti, causing more than 50,000 new arrivals so far.
 The lack of security in many areas of the HoA is further limiting the
humanitarian access to the most vulnerable.
 The EU is one of the largest donors in the region, having provided over
€1 billion in humanitarian aid since 2011, notably in the areas of food
assistance, health, nutrition, clean water, sanitation and shelter. In
December emergency support of €125 million for countries affected by
El Niño was also announced, of which €79 million for the Greater Horn
of Africa (including Sudan). EU aid foreseen for the region in 2016
amounts to some €77 million.
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Food insecurity is one of the most urgent humanitarian issues facing the Horn of Africa, with the
situation expected to deteriorate further over the coming months. Since March 2015, an El Niño
weather phenomenon has been officially active in the HoA, with varying impact on the different
countries. The increasing food insecurity situation is causing forced internal displacement across the
region.
The situation in Ethiopia is at present the most alarming, where the number of food insecure people
has increased from 2.9 million at the beginning of the year to 8.2 million by early October. It is
foreseen that these numbers will further rise up to 15 million by the end of 2015. Rates of acute
under-nutrition are well above emergency thresholds in many parts of the country, while the
response to this situation is hampered by an important shortage of nutrition supplies. In the worst
affected areas in the Northern, Central and Eastern regions of the country hundreds of thousands of
livestock deaths are reported.
In Somalia, the rainy season has recorded poor and erratic performance similar to that in Ethiopia in
the north-western parts of the country. The El Niño has also triggered higher than usual rainfalls in
certain southern parts of the country. Whilst 600,000 people will potentially be affected by floods in
the southern riverine areas and low-lying areas of central Somalia and Puntland, some 30,000 more
people are expected to be affected by drought conditions in Somaliland. In a fragile context such as
that of Somalia, even small-scale natural hazards can have a devastating effect on people already
affected by an ongoing armed conflict and displacement, coupled with the structural challenges and
incomplete recovery from the 2011 famine.
Although at the moment less affected, both Djibouti and the Western lowlands and Central highlands
of Eritrea (for which data remains scarce) have experienced below-average rains. El Niño is
expected to have an impact on food security, increasing the already high levels of malnutrition in
Djibouti. In Kenya, the phenomenon is expected to cause flooding in large parts of the country,
further exacerbating the vulnerability of the currently 1.1 million food insecure people.
The Horn of Africa hosts 1.7 million refugees. Since the end of 2013, the crisis in South Sudan has
triggered the displacement of more than 645,000 people, out of which over 425,000 have sought
refuge in Ethiopia, Uganda and Kenya1. The refugees are still in majority women and children including unaccompanied minors - who are in need of immediate life-saving assistance.
Fearing further attacks by armed groups, some 20 000 Burundian refugees have arrived in Uganda
through Rwanda and Tanzania so far in 2015. Some 520 000 refugees are currently present in
Uganda and the Office of the Prime Minister and UNHCR expect that number to rise to 560 000 by
the end of 2016.
The crisis in Yemen has also been affecting the region. Some 30,000 people have entered Djibouti
from Yemen, and about the same number of people, a majority of whom are returning Somalis,
have arrived in Somalia. This is putting an additional strain to the countries, both of them having an
extremely low capacity to absorb a large refugee and/or returnee influx.
In Kenya, the Tri-partite Agreement between UNHCR, the Government of Kenya and the Federal
Government of Somalia signed in 2013 is the basis upon which assisted voluntary return of Somali
nationals from Dadaab to Somalia is being implemented. Since December 2014, UNHCR has assisted
over 5 200 Somali returnees to go back to their areas of origin. On the other hand, in Kakuma, a
new camp site has been identified to host up to 100 000 people.
Ethiopia further hosts over 250 000 Somali refugees, a majority of whom have lived in camps in
Dolo Ado for years.

1

191,000 South Sudan refugees have taken refuge in Sudan
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The European Union's Humanitarian Response
Funding
The European Union has provided over €1 billion to the HoA since 2011. In 2015, the European
Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) allocated nearly €160
million for humanitarian aid projects in the HoA. With the Greater HoA (including Sudan) being one
of the most affected areas by the El Niño phenomenon, this includes a €79-million package
announced in December 2015 to help countries affected by El Niño in the region. Humanitarian aid
foreseen for the region in 2016 amounts to €77 million.
Funds are aiming first at providing food assistance, health, nutrition, clean water, sanitation and
shelter to affected populations. Protection of uprooted populations, be they internally displaced,
refugees or returnees, also remains a high priority throughout programmes.
Outreach and coordination between humanitarian and development partners
To reduce the dependency of refugees, Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and returnees on
external aid, the EU advocates for opportunities for Linking Relief, Rehabilitation and Development
(LRRD). It seeks longer term commitment from development donors to fund programmes for selfreliance and durable solutions in protracted situations, and invest in vocational training,
livelihoods support, basic services provision and education. Returns for IDPs and for refugees to
their respective countries of origin need to be coordinated and follow the same assistance strategies.
Any return must remain voluntary, informed and take place in safety and dignity. The specific case
of relocation must be tackled with care and in strict application of the law. In all cases, firm
guarantees are needed for peoples' security and protection, as well as for the provision of basic
services to meet essential needs.
Enhancing the ability of an individual, a household, a community, a country or a region to withstand,
to adapt and to quickly recover from stress and shocks requires a medium-long term vision based
on tackling the underlying causes of a crisis and on strengthening the capacity to cope with future
ones. The resilience* strategies developed in the Horn of Africa require a joint humanitariandevelopment framework outlining a multi-sector response. The role of humanitarian partners in
contributing to development/resilience strategies is crucial, while development actors should ensure
the inclusiveness in the development process of the most vulnerable groups, including displaced
people.

Examples of EU funded humanitarian projects in the Horn of Africa
In Ethiopia, the EU supports an Emergency Response Mechanism (ERM)
aiming at addressing primary emergency situations across the country. The
first component of the ERM is run by International Rescue Committee and
GOAL and aims to monitor consequences of shocks such as natural hazards
and conflicts. When required, the consortium provides immediate assistance
in areas such as health, nutrition, non-food items, shelter, water and
sanitation. The second component of the ERM is run by the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM) and focuses more on Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs). IOM is responsible for monitoring internal population
movements, assessing needs, reporting to the wider humanitarian
community and responding to the most urgent needs in terms of shelter and
non-food items.
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The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has completed the
installation of a second solar-powered borehole in a section of
Dadaab refugee camp in north-eastern Kenya. The solar
water system, equipped with 278 solar panels and 69.5 KW
power rating is serving potable water to 16 000 refugees who
can now each receive the recommended 20 litres of water per
day. The project is capable of supplying an average of 280
000 litres of potable water daily. Previously, water supply
here was powered using a diesel generator, which in
comparison is costly to run and maintain.

In Somalia, SOS Children’s Village runs a clinic
in Badbadho camp, which hosts more than 36
000 displaced people, and a hospital in Heliwa
district. They reach over 200 000 patients in
Mogadishu every year. The facilities provide lifesaving, quality health care including specialised
care such as surgery, emergency obstetrics, and
nutrition care. Skilled birth attendants perform
450 deliveries every month. A special centre
provides care for survivors of sexual violence.
Despite many years of conflict in Mogadishu, the
hospital has continued to treat its patients
without interruption, including when fighting
forced it to relocate temporarily.

The World Food Programme (WFP) has replaced part of the inkind food assistance with cash for refugees who have recently
arrived from Yemen and settled in Markazi camp, Djibouti. This
follows a similar initiative for longer-term refugees in Ali-Sabieh
and Hol Hol camps. The cash enables refugees to purchase meat
and vegetables, thus avoiding that they lose out by having to
exchange part of their dry food rations for these fresh food items.
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