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Facts & Figures
 Ranked 176/188 = in
the 2015 Human
Development Index

 5.9 million food
insecure people
(UNOCHA)

 1.7 million internally
displaced people
(UNOCHA)

 450 000 refugees
from DR Congo in
neighbouring countries
(UNHCR)
EU Children of Peace projects implemented in the DRC are targeting conflict-affected children in the
country. ©EU/ECHO/Martin Karimi

European Commission
humanitarian funding:
More than €100 million
since 2014

In 2015: €47.5million
(incl. €2 million for
refugees from Central
African Republic)
In 2016: €39 million +
approx. €7 million for
ECHO Flight in DRC

European Commission –
Humanitarian Aid and Civil
Protection
B-1049 Brussels, Belgium
Tel.: (+32 2) 295 44 00
Fax: (+32 2) 295 45 72
email:
echo-info@ec.europa.eu
Website:
http://ec.europa.eu/echo
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Key messages
 The humanitarian crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is
one of the world’s most complex and long-standing. Approximately
1.7 million people live displaced within the DRC. At least 40 armed
groups are involved in attacks and fighting with the regular army and
among themselves in eastern southern DRC. Possible election-related
violence could spark new population movements in the coming
months.

 An upsurge of violence and the abduction of humanitarian workers in

North Kivu province are severely hampering aid efforts while banditry
and insecurity are of ongoing concern in the South Kivu and HautKatanga provinces. Since the beginning of 2016, 14 aid workers have
been abducted and one has died in crossfire. Arbitrary arrests and
violence, looting, rape as well as the forced recruitment of children
trigger frequent population movements.

 A lack of basic services and infrastructure, exacerbated by conflict,
are resulting in immense humanitarian needs. Almost 6 million people
experience crisis or emergency levels of food insecurity. UNICEF
estimates that a staggering 2 million children under the age of 5 will
suffer from severe acute malnutrition in the course of 2016. Cholera
and measles outbreaks occur frequently while a yellow fever outbreak
has affected the country.

 The European Commission is supporting dozens of humanitarian

partners to provide assistance and protection to displaced populations
in conflict areas, and to respond to epidemics and acute malnutrition.
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Humanitarian situation and needs
Situation in the country
The DRC is one of the poorest countries in the world. Despite its abundance in natural resources, it
is ranked 176th out of 188 in the 2015 Human Development Index. Since more than 15 years, the
DRC has been the scene of a complex humanitarian crisis. It is characterised by violent and
ethnically tinted conflict in regions where armed groups vie for access to natural resources and land,
but also by epidemic outbreaks and the presence of vast numbers of internally displaced people
(IDPs) and refugees.
Political instability due to the postponed elections is likely to hamper any progress in the field of
development. On the contrary, emergency needs are expected to persist and the possibility of new
population movements needs to be taken into account.
Out of the 77 million Congolese citizens, some 1.7 million are displaced within the country while 450
000 Congolese have found refuge in neighbouring countries. The humanitarian situation remains
extremely precarious due to the indiscriminate violence, lack of access to basic services and
significant crop reduction as a result of the pervasive insecurity.
Major needs and related problems
Given the size of the country and the complex nature of the crisis, priority needs vary from one
region to another. In the conflict affected areas, the overarching need is protection from violence. All
armed groups, including the DRC Armed Forces (FARDC), frequently commit human rights violations
in total impunity. These include acts of sexual and gender-based violence against civilians as well as
arbitrary arrests, pillaging and forced labour. Ensuing population displacements generate needs in
terms of livelihoods, food security, nutrition and access to basic services such as health care.
Recurrent epidemics and the exposure to natural disasters increase the fragility of the population.
Two million under-fives suffer from acute malnutrition, mostly in the central provinces which are
spared by the conflict, but have little or no humanitarian presence.

The European Union's humanitarian response
The strategy of the European Commission's Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) is two-fold: to address the consequences of population
displacements and provide protection and assistance in conflict affected areas; in addition, to
respond to acute needs emerging from epidemics and acute malnutrition. The majority of recipients
of EU humanitarian aid are direct victims of recent or ongoing violence. They are either displaced,
have returned to their homes after fleeing or are hosting displaced people or refugees.
ECHO supports UN, Red Cross and NGO partners for a range of activities: treating severely
undernourished children and providing emergency health care, including specialised care for
survivors of sexual and gender-based violence; providing livelihood support and protection;
improving water, sanitation and hygiene conditions; ensuring access to education and training for
displaced children including for former child soldiers; and responding to epidemic outbreaks.
In 2014, the European Commission allocated €56 million for live-saving assistance in the DRC and
for Congolese refugees in neighbouring countries. In 2015, humanitarian funding totalled €47.5
million, while in 2016 the Commission so far allocated €39 million to partners.
In addition, with ECHO Flight* the Commission runs its own humanitarian air service at an
approximate cost of €7 million per year. ECHO Flight offers safe and free of charge transport to
remote areas for ECHO partners and the wider humanitarian community.

*All the latest
ECHO Factsheets: bit.ly/echo-fi
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Examples of EU funded humanitarian projects
Protection – The lack of protection for civilian populations is the
overarching problem in DRC’s conflict-affected areas where arbitrary
arrests, extortion, looting, forced labour, violence, rape and
executions are rife. The EU tries to provide better protection by
funding specific actions integrated in the various aid programmes,
but also through stand-alone interventions; for instance through
medical, psychological and legal assistance to victims of violence,
child protection and education, and strengthening of self-protective
capacities. ©EU/ECHO
Health care – In 2015, Medair became the first international
organisation to reach Limangi in North Kivu in over a decade. After
years of occupation by an armed rebel group the village was safe to
work in, but only reachable by a jungle path.. Medair improved
Limangi’s run-down health clinic and began providing free health
care. With the support of the community Medair turned the jungle
path into a road and drove the first ever car into the village in April
2016. ©Medair/Lucy Bamforth
Water and sanitation – Many parts of the DRC are prone to
recurrent cholera outbreaks. The European Commission’s cholera
strategy involves the provision of clean drinking water, sanitation
facilities and medical treatment for displaced populations through
various emergency partners. Thousands of cholera cases have been
reported in 2016 across the country. ©EU/ECHO

Food insecurity & livelihoods - Displacement is unfortunately an
everyday occurrence in the troubled region of North Kivu. The
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) provides uprooted families and
their host communities with vouchers and organises trade fairs
where the vouchers can be redeemed against food and other basic
supplies. Cash and voucher programmes help to cover people’s basic
needs while at the same time supporting the local economy.
©NRC/Odette Asha

Coordination and logistics – The transport of humanitarian goods
and personnel by land or air is risky, very difficult and extremely
expensive throughout the country. Military operations and repeated
attacks against the population and humanitarian workers make the
provision of humanitarian aid even more complex. The Commission
runs a humanitarian air service, ECHO Flight, which operates three
planes. This air service enables the timely delivery of vital
humanitarian relief in some of DRC’s most remote regions. ©EU/ECHO
Education in emergencies allows children to continue their
education and benefit from increased protection despite conflict. The
Danish Refugee Council (DRC) runs a project in the North Kivu
province aimed at re-establishing access to pre-primary and primary
education for vulnerable children. It also improves the quality of
education in schools and tries help children and their families
become more resilient to crises. Over 40 000 people are expected to
benefit from the project. ©EU/ECHO
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