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Facts & Figures
The European
Commission's
humanitarian aid to
Colombia since 1994
amounts to €229.2
million, of which
€10.8 million in 2016
alone.
Colombia has 6.8
million IDPs (2016
government figures).
In 2015 and 2016
345°271 new IDPs
were registered.
In 2016, 1.7 million
Colombians were
affected by natural
disasters (UNOCHA).
The European
Commission's aid for
Disaster Risk
Reduction actions
amounts to €870 000
for the year.
ECHO is the DG for
European Civil
Protection and
Humanitarian Aid
Operations
Through EU humanitarian
funding, over 120 million
people are helped each year
in more than 80 countries
around the world through
approximately 200 partners.

Indigenous populations are among the most affected by Colombia’s internal armed conflict.
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Since 1994, the European Commission has provided €229.2 million in
humanitarian aid to Colombia. Funding for the past two decades has focused on
the consequences of the ongoing internal armed conflict and on responding to
disasters.
Colombia has more than 6.8 million Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) - the
world's second largest caseload after Syria. Despite ongoing peace negotiations,
many regions, especially rural ones, remain affected by violence, forced
displacement, forced recruitment of children and sexual or gender-based violence.
A wide range of natural hazards, such as floods, landslides, droughts and
earthquakes recurrently affect Colombia.
Colombian children displaced by the conflict are a focus of the EU’s Education in
Emergencies funding, ensuring the ongoing education of minors in conflictaffected regions, and providing them with access to safe schools and
psychological support.
Colombia is included in the European Commission's list of Forgotten Crises, as a
serious humanitarian crisis where affected populations are not receiving enough
international aid. The Commission's assistance prioritises sectors and areas with
the largest number of affected people, where government access is limited.

Humanitarian situation and needs
Background
The Government of Colombia initiated peace talks in 2012 with the country’s largest
guerrilla group, FARC, the most important guerrilla group (but not the only one), an
important opportunity to end this 50-year old conflict. However, civilians continue to
be affected by the humanitarian consequences of ongoing violence. Other active
armed groups are ELN (Ejército de Liberación Nacional), EPL (Ejército Popular de
Liberación) and the armed groups related to the demobilization of paramilitaries
which took place in 2005-2008 (i.e. post- demobilization armed groups). The
activities of these groups have increased since the start of the peace dialogue
between FARC and the Colombian Government.
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The 50-year old armed conflict continues to have major humanitarian consequences for the population. Murders,
threats, extortion, forced recruitment of minors by armed groups, sexual violence, landmines, forced displacement
(accounting for an estimated additional 200 000 people every year) confinement and lack of access to basic goods and
services affect many, particularly in remote rural areas. Thousands flee the violence in the countryside and migrate to
cities with limited protection and development opportunities.
With more than 6.8 million IDPs, Colombia has the world’s second largest displacement caseload after Syria
(according to government figures). An additional 360 000 Colombian refugees have sought refuge in neighbouring
Ecuador and Venezuela (UNHCR figures updated on 2016), where they are vulnerable and need protection.
Major needs and related problems
The main needs for conflict-affected populations are protection, access to healthcare, education and safe water,
as well as food assistance. Refugees and IDPs often need temporary housing and basic household items
(hygiene kits, kitchen utensils), as well as psychological support and legal protection, and assistance to register
or apply for refugee status.
Colombia is also one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world, and highly vulnerable to climate changeinduced disasters. Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, landslides, severe recurrent floods and droughts affect millions
throughout the country. The European Commission’s disaster preparedness, disaster risk reduction and resilience*
programmes focus on rural, urban and peri-urban communities in disaster-prone areas, to support local communities
and institutions involved in disaster risk management.

The European Union's Humanitarian Response
Funding
The European Commission pays special attention to victims of Forgotten crises: severe, protracted humanitarian crisis
situations where affected populations are receiving no or insufficient international aid, such as Colombia. With more
than €229 million in humanitarian aid since 1994, Colombia is the largest recipient of the Commission's
humanitarian aid in Latin America. In 2016 alone, it allocated €10.8 million in aid to Colombia.
The needs of Colombians affected by the conflict, including IDPs, refugees and People in Need of International
Protection (PNIP) in neighbouring countries (mainly Ecuador and Venezuela) account for 87% of the Commission's
humanitarian funds (€201.5 million). Response to natural disasters accounts for 8% of the funding (€17.5
million). Projects to strengthen communities and institutions’ preparedness to face natural hazards make up 5%
(€10.2 million) of Commission's humanitarian funding since 1994.
Response to the humanitarian consequences of the armed conflict
Colombians affected by the conflict, whether in their communities or displaced by the violence, are a priority for
the Commission's humanitarian aid, which focuses on providing protection, health care, water and sanitation to
vulnerable groups such as women, children, as well as indigenous and Afro-Colombian populations. The Commission
also emphasizes strengthening food assistance*, particularly for those whose livelihoods are constrained by armed
groups, and support to education, to ensure that internally displaced children or refugee minors in Ecuador and
Venezuela do not interrupt schooling.
The department of Nariño, bordering Ecuador, is one of the hardest-hit by the conflict. Tumaco - Colombia’s second
largest harbour on the Pacific and a trafficking hub for drugs, weapons and persons - is particularly affected. Residents
face daunting levels of violence, forced recruitment and abuse by armed groups. In neighbouring rural areas, this
frequently causes loss of crops and a subsequent lack of food. With the Commission's support, FAO (the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) is assisting local communities by strengthening their production
capacities with tools, seeds and training, to teach them new production methods that can deliver sufficient food in
socially and environmentally fragile areas.
Also on Colombia’s Pacific coast, in the department of Valle del Cauca, the ongoing conflict causes displacement of
farmers and indigenous groups who flee the violence of armed groups in this remote region. Alliance for Solidarity, in
partnership with the Commission, provides recently displaced communities with shelter, food and information about
landmines and unexploded ordinance, as well as legal and psychosocial assistance.
Further inland, the Commission, together with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) supports access to education for
3 000 displaced children, whose schooling or vocational training was interrupted by the conflict, by training teachers
and maintaining Education in Emergencies. The programme also supports single heads of households and young
parents.
Response to natural hazards and resilience improvement
The Commission’s emphasis on reducing the risks associated with natural hazards increases the resilience* and
preparedness of the populations most vulnerable to floods, droughts, landslides and earthquakes. Disaster riskreduction and capacity-building is integrated into all projects, so as to limit the impact of natural hazards and to
strengthen the response capacity of communities and institutions. For 2016, the programme funded three projects
exclusively in Colombia, and two regional projects covering Colombia, for €1.8 million.
Assistance to Colombian returnees from Venezuela
During 2015, in response to the massive population movement at the Colombian border with Venezuela - caused by
escalating tensions between the neighbouring countries - the EU provided €91 252 million to the most vulnerable
returnees through the Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF).
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