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 emerging ID

• Environmental 
exposures



Plan and develop an educational package
 

containing 
the knowledge and training material necessary to 
empower European health professionals to rapidly 
recognise clinically and adequately respond to new 
public health threats, like attacks with biological, 
chemical and radiological agents.

PROJECT AIM



PROJECT PARTNERS

• University of Athens, Dept of Hygiene and Epidemiology- 
Coordination, Greece

• PH Research Association Saxony, Dresden University of 
Technology, Germany

• Public and Environmental Health Unit, London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK

• Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology, 1st Faculty of 
Medicine, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

• Nofer Institute of Occupational Health, Lodz, Poland
• Public Health, Medical University, Sofia, Bulgaria



1. Set up a list of the educational objectives for front-line health 
professionals

2. Create an inventory of all existing courses and training material 
relevant to the training of health professionals of new health 
threats thematic addressed to health professionals (including 
Armed Forces and front-line public health professionals)

3. Plan and develop a common European educational package 
and algorithm (guide) for action to enhance the understanding 
and response of health professionals to new health threats.

OBJECTIVES



4. Organise a pilot course to apply the educational package to a 
selected group of European health professionals, who in turn, 
can act as trainers, so as to receive feedback for improvements.

5. Prepare an evaluation report after having evaluated and 
assessed with the help of experts, trainers and trainees, the 
educational material and training methods. 

6. Create a web site for discussion, evaluation and dissemination 
of the educational material.

OBJECTIVES



QUESTIONNAIRES

• explore the opinions of the target audience 
and of European experts in the area of PH 
and CBRN 
– on the existence and appropriateness of 

currently available training programmes,
– the desired content of a basic educational 

package



METHODS

• two questionnaires addressed to FLHPs 
and to CBRN experts in Europe 

• administered in hard-copy form and via the 
project website 

• from March to September 2006



• total valid questionnaires: 241 from 23 
European countries

• > 50% of the responding FLHPs feel that 
they are currently poorly or very poorly 
prepared to deal with a chemical (53,3%), 
biological (47,2%) and radiological 
(57,6%) incident.
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Opinion of FLHPs on their ability to manage patients 
affected by various high threat CBRN agents
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• 49,6% of responding FLHPs not aware of 
an operational plan for responding to a 
CBRN incident nor their role in this plan 

• 39% of FLHPs have received training on 
CBRN threats because they were self- 
motivated
– >50% have trained in the last two years, 

probably reflecting the currently increased 
awareness regarding CBRN threats



Expert Questionnaire

• 63 questionnaires from 16 EU MS
• All responding experts report that they are 

aware of an operational plan to manage 
CBRN incidents

• 70% of experts state that >50% of FLHP in 
their country need training



Opinion of European CBRN/ PH experts on the ability of 
FLHPs in their country to respond to a CBRN event in 
their role
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PILOT COURSE 

• 3-day awareness course in Athens, May 07
– 35 participants (mix: FLHP and higher level) 
– 1st day: Chemical threats 
– 2nd day: Biological, Risk communication, Psych effects
– 3rd day: Radiological, Triage, Decontamination and 

Algorithms of response
• In general received well but participants wished 

for: 
– Hands-on training (PPE, Decon)
– Scenario discussions 



EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL

• Handbook: basic knowledge, in a user-friendly format for 
– Crisis management
– Infection control 
– Biological, chemical and radiological threats (overview, clinical 

presentation, key management points) 
– Principles of scene management, triage and decontamination
– Psychological effects of disasters and terrorism

• Memory cards w basic info of the above
• CD-ROM: containing resources, pilot course material, 

algorithms 
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