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Health Programme 
2008-2013



Second programme of 
Community action in the 
field of health (2008-13)

Article 152 of the Treaty:
Incentive measure designed to protect and improve human 

health, 'excluding any harmonisation of the laws and 
regulations of the MS'. 

1993-2002 Eight separate action programmes

2003-2008
€ 312 million

Programme of Community action in the field of 
public health (2003-08)
Decision No 1786/2002/EC

2008-2013

€ 321.5 million

Second programme of Community action in the 
field of health (2008-13)
Decision No 1350/2007/EC



The Health Programme ...

• ... is the European Commission’s main instrument for 
implementing the EU health strategy. 

• ... aims to improve the level of physical and mental health 
and well-being of EU citizens and reduce health 
inequalities throughout the Community. 

• ... supports health-promoting and preventive actions that 
address the major health determinants e.g., nutrition, 
physical activity, or smoking. 

• ... is implemented in the form of annual work plans, which 
the European Commission adopts. 



EU Health Strategy

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/Documents/strategy_wp_en.pdf



Objectives

• To improve citizens' health security 

• To promote health, including the reduction of health 
inequalities

• To generate and disseminate health information 
and knowledge



Instruments

• Grants for projects 

• Operating grants 

• Grants for conferences 

• Joint actions 

• Calls for tender 

• Call for expressions of interest: 
Experts for Health Programme 



Projects

• Open call according to 
work plan priorities

• EU co-financing up to 60% 
(extra utility up to 80%)

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/projects.html



Structure of a project
Project Idea Workplan Better health 

outcomeObjective

Tasks

Coordination Dissemination Evaluation

Work Package

Technical WP Technical WP …

Target Group

Main Beneficiary

Associated Partner Associated Partner

Subcontractor

Associated Partner

Main Beneficiary

Associated Partner

Collaborating 
Partner

Stakeholders

Collaborating 
Partner

Stakeholders

Subcontractor

Geografical Spread

Main Beneficiary

Subcontractor



Joint Actions
… are activities carried out by the Community and one 

or more Member States or by the Community and 
the competent authorities of other countries 
participating in the Programme together. 

The authorities from countries participating in the 
second Health Programme will be invited to 
present proposals for joint actions i.e. this is not an 
open call. 

The priority areas eligible for financing as joint actions 
in 2010 are specified in the 2010 Work Plan. 

Community contribution may only be awarded to a 
public body or a non-profit-making body
designated through a transparent procedure by the 
Member State or the competent authority
concerned and agreed by the Commission.

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/actions.html



Operating Grants
Non–governmental bodies or specialised 

networks from any of the eligible countries can 
submit an application for an operating grant. 

A specialised network is a European network 
representing non-profit bodies active in the 
Member States or in countries participating in 
the second Health Programme and ...

• promoting principles and policies consistent 
with the objectives of the Programme, 

• which has a relevant track record of joint 
achievements and 

• established rules of collaboration (e.g. 
SOPs or a memorandum of understanding).

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/grants.html



Conferences
Chapter 3 of the 2010 Work Plan sets out details 

of the priority areas for action in 
implementing the programme. Proposals for 
conferences are eligible if addressing once 
or more of those priorities, even if a 
different financing mechanism is mentioned. 

For administrative reasons, all conferences 
eligible for co-funding must be held in 2011.

Applicants should ensure that the conferences 
build on and contribute to the 
dissemination of the results of other 
actions of the current health programme 
and, where appropriate, of the previous 
public health programme or other relevant 
Union funding programmes.

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/conferences.html



Call for tenders

• The aim of tender is to purchase the provision of services 
or the execution of works. 

• The Work Plan for 2010 foresees a significant number of 
calls for tenders for the provision of services, in particular 
preparation of studies, surveys and analyses
concerning various areas of public health.

• Calls for tenders will be launched in the first half of 
2010. 

• Please consult the workplan 2010 for the priority areas 
under which calls for tender will be launched.

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/tenders.html



What’s new in the Call for 
Proposals 2010?



Budget estimation  WP 2010
Financing instruments € % of operating budget

Call for proposals 12 331 600 27,6%

Call for tenders 15 945 000 32,7%

Joint Actions 10 800 000 23,0 %

Operating grants 1 750 000 3.7%

International 
organisations

3 800 000 8,1%

Conferences 800 000 1,7%

Other activities - JRC 1 250 000 2.6%

Scientific Committees 270 000 0.6%

Operating budget 46 946 600 100%



What’s new

• Special notice published with the Call

• Changed timing

• Obligatory checklist – end of the application form

• What’s new for project proposals



Notice published with the Calls
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Call for proposals 2010 
Ensure that the limited funding available at EU level 

will be focused on strategic topics and activities 
with an obvious European added value:

• a balanced participation 
• a more comprehensive and long-term approach 

creating synergy with past and current efforts funded 
under EU and national programmes 

• including a full, independent evaluation 
• a professional and effective dissemination of results 

to relevant target groups 
• arrangements facilitating an effective uptake of new 

public health approaches by relevant decision makers 



Without prejudice to the criteria laid down in 
the work plan 2010, such proposals will be 
particularly welcome and not be penalised for 
a higher than average budget if this is 
warranted by the scope of activities.



Intention to fund a limited 
number of excellent proposals

INDICATIVE AVERAGE COMMISSION CONTRIBUTION

Instrument Projects Joint actions Operating 
grants

Conferences General PH 
conferences

Indicative 
average size of 
the Commission 
contribution in 
Euros

1.000.000 1.000.000 400.000 80.000 200.000

Indicative 
number of 
funded proposals

13 10 5 5 1

Indicative 
number of 
proposals on the 
reserve list

5 Depending 
on 
availability 
of funding

2 2 0



Consequences

• The selection procedure will be highly 
competitive in 2010. 

• Only proposals which are excellent in 
all award criteria will have a chance to 
be funded. 



Negotiations - deadline

• Proposals that will be accepted under 
the call 2010 must finish contract 
negotiations by 31 December 2010. 

• Negotiation not finished by that date 
will be terminated. 



Timeline of the Calls



Calls for proposals 2010

• Opened for projects, Joint Actions, conferences and 
operating grants on 22 Dec 2009

• Deadline for all proposals is 19 March 2010

• Results not before 31 July 2010

• Negotiations to be finalized by 31 December 2010



Mandatory checklist 



Mandatory checklist

• At the end of each application form

• Print with the application form, when finalized

• Fill the checklist by hand, date and sign – proposal 
manager, not legal representative (unlike Declaration 
of Honour)

• If checklist or any other mandatory document is 
missing – immediate rejection of the proposal



Be aware that only complete application 
packages will be admitted to the evaluation 

procedure. 

Applicants are responsible to ensure the 
application is complete according to the 

requirements specified in the call. 

Incomplete application packages will be 
automatically excluded.



What’s new - projects



Project proposals – look as 
what is asked for

Only project proposals which directly correspond to 
the specific topics described in sections 3.2, 3.3 
and 3.4 and where ‘call for proposals for 
projects’ is indicated as the financing mechanism 
will be considered for funding. 

Proposals which only address the wider subject area 
without matching the specific description of a given 
topic will not be considered for funding.



Project proposals – look as 
what is asked for - example
• 3.2.1 - PROTECT CITIZENS AGAINST HEALTH THREATS

• 3.2.1.1 - Develop prevention and control of existing or emerging 
communicable diseases

• (no number) Improve control of communicable diseases

• (no number) « - » Setting up a tool kit for immunisation registries, 
indicating ways of cooperation with ECDC, and examining the conditions 
of its transfer, adaptation and use in Member States. The aim is to 
improve national, regional and local reporting systems on issues related 
to immunisation using a common tool and thereby facilitate comparison 
between Member States' immunisation coverage. 



Project proposals – look as 
what is asked for - example

• 3.3.2 - PROMOTE HEALTHIER WAYS OF LIFE AND REDUCE 
MAJOR DISEASES AND INJURIES BY TACKLING HEALTH 
DETERMINANTS

• 3.3.2.2. - Health and work

• (no number) « - » Development and support of good practice in enabling 
those with chronic illness to stay at work or return to the labour market. 
This includes rehabilitation programmes and other activities, particularly 
those which involve collaboration between the health care sector and 
the employment sector. The aim is to support the Health Strategy and 
the Community Strategy for health and safety at work 2007-2012. 



Not all priorities are open 
for projects

• Several « traditional » priorities do not have a call for 
proposals this year e.g. tobacco, alcohol, health 
inequalities, cancer

• Application form will not let you choose these 
priorities

• New: cardio-vascular diseases

• Read carefully the work plan 2010 – on EAHC web



The « scope » section of the project 
application form is changed – please select 

what fits for your proposal. 

You can click more than one button



Exceptional utility



Criteria specified in work 
plan 2010 – 3.1

At least 60% of the total budget of the action must be used to fund 
staff. 

At least 25% of the budget of the proposed action must be allocated 
to Member States with a GDP per capita (as published by 
EUROSTAT in its latest statistical report) in the lower quartile of all 
EU Member States. 

A score of at least 5 out of 8 marks must be achieved for all the 
award criteria of the policy relevance block.

At least 10% of the budget must be allocated to organisations that 
have not received any funding under the Health Programme of the 
European Community in the past 5 years.



Where to find information?



EAHC webpage

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/funding.html



You find...

• Work plan 2010

• All documents necessary for applications, 
according to instruments

• Presentations from workshop „Preparing a 
successful project application“

• Project database with existing projects

• Partnership tool for finding project partners

• Technical meetings and its presentations (such as 
workshop „Addiction Prevention: Sharing good 
practices and results“



Partnership Tool



National focal points



Project Database



Europa - Sinapse



What's more?



Geographical spread
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Conclusion

• Check your idea with the priorities of the Work 
plan 2010 

• Get information on what has been done in the field 
before!

• Check the various instruments!

• Prepare a high quality proposal, liase with good 
partners!

• Be aware of the tight deadline!



Tack sa mycket för uppmärksamheten!

dirk.meusel@ec.europa.eu


