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Less digging = cheaper broadband. Commission proposes
rules to cut broadband installation costs

The European Commission today proposed new rules to cut by 30% the cost of rolling out high-speed
Internet. Civil engineering, such as the digging up of roads to lay down fibre, accounts for up to 80%
of the cost of deploying high-speed networks. Today's proposal may save companies €40 to 60
billion.

More information [1]
See also: Less digging = more broadband. What does this mean for … [2]

Recommended reading
Our Targets:
Pillar IV: Fast and ultra-fast Internet access [3]
Action 112: Durable regulatory measures on non-discrimination and wholesale pricing to
promote investment and competition [4]
Actions 113 and 114: Regulatory measures to promote competition and enhance the
broadband investment environment [5]
Action 116: Update of the 2007 Recommendation on the list of markets relevant for ex ante
regulation [6]
Action 115: Recommendation on safeguarding the open Internet for consumers [7]
Action 119: Pilot project to test project bonds for broadband deployment [8]
Action 117: Reduction of the cost of deploying high speed electronic communications
networks [9]
Action 118: Update of guidelines on state aid for broadband by end 2012 [10]
Action 131: Action Plan for electronics industry in Europe, further to the 2012 strategy for Key
Enabling Technologies [11]
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