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Open Data portals facilitate access to and re-use of public sector information
Citizens and business sometimes find it difficult to identify what type of information exists and by
which public authority it is held. A number of countries, regions and municipalities have therefore
created portal websites on public data [1] such as:

data.gov.uk [2]
www.data.overheid.nl [3]
www.dati.piemonte.it [4]
opendata.paris.fr [5]
www.data.gouv.fr [6]

Summary
The Commission activity covers four main areas. We:

develop an open data portal site for any type of information held by the Commission and
other EU institutions and bodies;
work with the Member States on data formats and interoperability between existing open
data portal sites at the level of Member States, regional or local level;
prepare for a pan-European umbrella site as a single access point linking information
contained both in the EU open data portal and open data portals in Member States;
support preparation of data for publication on open data portal sites.

Development of an EU Open Data Portal
An Open Data Portal [7]containing data from Commission services and the European Environment
Agency went live in December 2012. The portal is entirely built using open source solutions: the
LAMP software bundle [8], the Drupal content management system [9] and CKAN [10], the data
catalogue software developed by the Open Knowledge Foundation [11]. Its metadata catalogue is
built on the basis of the Dublin Core [12], the data catalogue vocabulary DCAT [13] and the asset
description metadata schema ADMS [14]. The metadata specifications can be found here [15].

Federating the content of existing European Open Data Portals
The Commission wants to increase public access of high-value, machine-readable data sets
generated by the European, national as well as regional governments and public administrations.
However, such data sets are found in several, diverse locations, which makes it difficult for citizens
to find them. That is why the Commission funds the "LOD2 - Creating Knowledge out of Interlinked
Data [16]" project (under the 7th Framework Programme for Research & Innovation).
As a result of this project, a prototype pan-European search portal site was developed: publicdata.eu.
[17] It harvests metadata information from existing open data portal sites in Europe and makes them
searchable through a multi-lingual user interface.

Supporting data conversion & publication on open data portals
The Commission has contracted services [18]to support data holding entities wishing to publish data
on an open data portal, providing technical assistance on data preparation, transformation and
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publication and related training and IT advisory services.

Other relevant EU-funded research activity
Linked Open Data Around the Clock (LATC) [19] is a Support Action working on the publishing and
usage of Linked Data [20] on the Web. As part of their work they have converted a large number of
data sets from the European institutions into linked data and interlinked the data sets with one
another, making it easier to answer questions that simultaneously depend on independently
developed data resources.

For the development of open data portals on European level, the Commission has benefitted from
the following reports:

Report "Towards a pan EU data portal – data.gov.eu" [21] (by Nigel Shadbolt)
Report on the conclusions of the Technical workshop on the goals and requirements for a panEuropean data portal [22] held on 3 November 2010.
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Opening up Scientific Data [27] (Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the European Commission
responsible for the Digital Agenda, 2013-03-18 01:00)

Publications [28]
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EU Open Data Portals and Infrastructures [29] (2013-01-24 01:00)
Applying Linked Open Data to Public Procurement [30] (2013-01-24

Metadata specificatons for the EU Open Data Portal [31] (2012-12-18 01:00)
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Events [32]

International Conference on Policy Making 2.0 [33] (Dublin, Ireland, 2013-06-17 02:00 to
2013-06-18 02:00)
SEMIC 2013 - Semantic Interoperability Conference 2013 [34] (Dublin, Ireland, 2013-06-21
02:00)

Audiovisual [35]

Open Data Portal video clip [36] (2013-02-05 01:00)
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