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Dear Chair,  

The Commission would like to thank the Národná Rada for its Opinions on the 
Commission proposal for a Regulation on the Governance of the Energy Union 
{COM(2016) 759 final}, the proposal for the recast of the Directive on the promotion of 
the use of energy from renewable sources {COM(2016) 767 final} and the proposal for a 
Regulation on risk-preparedness in the electricity sector {COM(2016) 862 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the Národná Rada's support for the objective of making our 
energy system competitive and environmentally friendly and respond to the challenges of 
climate change. 

The proposal on the Governance of the Energy Union provides an unprecedented 
opportunity to have comparable, comprehensive and integrated national plans, while at 
the same time ensuring that Member States retain significant flexibility to take account of 
specific national circumstances and preferences. The proposal is designed to ensure the 
necessary certainty for investors as well as transparency and foresight on national 
policies and measures – factors which are essential for jobs and growth in the energy 
sector.  

With regard to the concerns raised by the Národná Rada, the Commission would like to 
reassure the Národná Rada that the principle of subsidiarity is one of the fundamental 
considerations behind the proposed approach to Governance. It will be for the Member 
States themselves to establish the national plans and the objectives and measures set out 
therein. The iterative process between the Member States and the Commission necessary 
to complement the national process is based on Commission recommendations that will 
ensure proportionality and full respect of the Member States' rights and prerogatives 
under the Treaties. This includes of course the choice between various energy sources.  

Moreover, the Commission would like to stress that the establishment of integrated 
national energy and climate plans and subsequent progress reports will bring together 
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the existing planning and reporting obligations, align frequency and timing of those 
obligations and significantly enhance transparency and cooperation, thereby bringing 
important benefits in terms of reducing administrative burden. 

As regards the Národná Rada's Opinion on the proposal for the recast of the Directive 
on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources, the Commission believes 
that this proposal is fully in line with the European Council conclusions of October 2014. 
Whereas the target of at least 27% of renewable energy in gross final consumption is 
binding for the European Union, neither this proposal nor the proposal on the 
Governance of the Energy Union envisage the reintroduction of national binding targets.  

Regarding the Národná Rada's opposition to limiting the counting of first generation 
biofuels towards the 2030 target for renewables, the Commission would like to recall 
that the objective of this proposal is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in transport by 
promoting the development and deployment of innovative advanced renewable fuels 
while providing farmers and producers of conventional crop-based biofuels with 
sufficient time to adjust. The Commission would like to stress that the proposal would not 
restrict the amount of fuels that can be produced or consumed. It believes that the 
proposal would achieve these objectives. 

On the Národná Rada's reservation concerning the duty to consider renewable energy in 
new buildings and buildings that are subject to major renovation, the Commission would 
like to point out that this requirement is linked to Articles 4 and 5 of the Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive1 which require that minimum energy performance 
requirements for new buildings, major renovations and replacement of building elements 
are set according to cost-optimal levels. These cost-optimal levels should consider at the 
same level energy efficiency measures, measures incorporating renewable energy 
sources and different combinations of these measures, based on primary energy 
performance and costs, taking into account estimated building lifetimes, according to 
Commission Delegated Regulation 244/20122. Note also that the definition of Nearly-
Zero Energy Buildings in Articles 2(1) and 9 of the Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive reinforce the need to consider together energy efficiency and renewable energy 
measures when improving the energy performance of buildings. The requirements laid 
down in the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive leave flexibility to the Member 
States to take into account national circumstances. 

Finally the Commission is grateful for the Národná Rada's broad support for the aim of 
the proposal on risk-preparedness in the electricity sector. In a context of increasing 
interconnection in the European electricity markets, that proposal seeks to ensure that 
all Member States put in place appropriate tools to prevent, prepare for and manage 
electricity crisis situations so that they are all equally well prepared for crisis situations.  

                                                 
1  Directive 2010/31/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 May 2010 on the energy 

performance of buildings (OJ L 153, 18.6.2010, p. 13). 
2  Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 244/2012 of 16 January 2012 supplementing Directive 

2010/31/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on the energy performance of buildings by 
establishing a comparative methodology framework for calculating cost-optimal levels of minimum 
energy performance requirements for buildings and building elements OJ L 81 of 21.3.2012, p. 18. 
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The Commission takes note of the Národná Rada's concerns on the transfer of 
competences and its call for a clearer division of responsibilities and decision-making 
powers between transmission system operators and regional operational centres. In this 
respect, the Commission considers that the challenges the European Union electricity 
system will be facing in the medium to long term are pan-European and cannot be 
addressed and optimally managed by individual transmission system operators alone. 
The current legal framework is no longer suited to the reality of the dynamic and 
variable nature of the future electricity system.  

To ensure better security of supply and to avoid that inefficient solutions are applied at 
regional level due to a lack of appropriate coordination or agreement between 
transmission system operators, it is necessary to set up a regional entity that can act in 
the interest of the whole region. For almost all tasks attributed to the regional 
operational centres in the proposal, existing legislation already requires coordination in 
decision-making between transmission system operators. The regional operational 
centres would decide only on very limited issues. None of these decisions would interfere 
with the transmission system operators' core activity related to system security as all 
decisions concern coordination of issues which can be agreed weeks or months ahead of 
actual operations.  

The proposal also requires Member States to cooperate with each other in a spirit of 
solidarity, with a view to ensuring that the remaining electricity goes there where it is 
most needed, in return for compensation. In line with the Národná Rada's request, the 
compensation rules have indeed to be agreed in advance with the neighbours in a 
regional setting in a sufficiently detailed manner to ensure trust and avoid unclarity in 
crisis situations. 

The points made above are based on the initial proposals presented by the Commission 
which are currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament 
and the Council. 

The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues 
raised by the issues raised by the Národná Rada and looks forward to continuing the 
political dialogue in the future.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans         Miguel Arias Cañete 
First Vice-President         Member of the Commission

    
    


