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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Assembleia da República for its Opinion on the 
Commission Work Programme for 2015 {COM(2014) 910 final}.  

The Commission welcomes the Assembleia Da República's general support for the political 
dialogue and for the Commission's new partnership with the national Parliaments. The 
Commission fully agrees that national Parliaments play an important role in making their 
citizens' voices heard in the European decision-making process and in facilitating the 
understanding and acceptance of European measures by their citizens.  

In that regard, national Parliaments' views on the Commission Work Programme provide 
valuable contributions to the debate on the political priorities of the European Union and the 
Commission encourages national Parliaments to see the Work Programme as a strategic tool 
which allows for an early exchange on priorities. The Commission takes note of the 
initiatives selected for closer monitoring and scrutiny and has informed the responsible 
services. 

The Commission would also like to thank the Assembleia da República for supporting the 
priorities set out in the Work Programme, notably concerning measures on growth and jobs, 
as well as for highlighting the important external challenges that the EU is facing today that 
call for stronger and unified global action, including the key role of the Common Security 
and Defence Policy.  

In March 2015 the Commission launched a consultation prior to the review of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy planned for October 2015. The Commission also adopted on 
13 May 2015 a European Agenda on Migration followed by a first set of measures on 27 May 
2015 to prevent human tragedies and to deal with emergencies including tripling the 
capacities and assets for the Frontex joint operations Triton and Poseidon. 

 
 



 

 

The Commission has taken several steps to enhance transparency in the negotiations on the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), an agreement which should make an 
important contribution to growth and jobs while safeguarding European standards. The 
Commission published the negotiating texts on 7 January 2015, and its analysis of the replies 
to the consultation on investment protection and investor-to-state dispute settlement (ISDS) 
on 13 January 2015. The Commission actively consults stakeholders and involves the 
European Parliament and the Council throughout the process.  

The Commission looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 Frans Timmermans 
 First Vice-President 
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