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Dear Mr. Timmermans, 

 

The members of the standing committee for Justice and Security and the standing committee 

for Economic Affairs and Climate Policy / Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality have taken note 

with interest of the European Commission’s proposal for a regulation on promoting fairness and 

transparency for business users of online intermediation services.1  

 

The members of the VVD parliamentary party subscribe to the aim of the proposed regulation. 

And they can also agree with the proposed instruments. They do wonder, however, whether 

these instruments, namely terms and conditions and dispute resolution, will be sufficient to cre-

ate the desired level playing field, not only in Europe but also and above all at global level. 

Would the European Commission consider this? 

  

The above-mentioned members also believe that having a few strong European online platforms 

will be of great importance to Europe if it is to be able to compete at global level and thus re-

main a serious player in the global market. How would this proposed regulation prevent supply-

side fragmentation in the online platform market, thereby restricting the scope for the emer-

gence of a strong European player of this kind, which is needed by the internal European mar-

ket as well? The members would be grateful to hear the opinion of the European Commission.   

 

Does the European Commission share the view of the VVD parliamentary party about the im-

portance of having a few strong European players in the online platform market? And how could 

sufficient competition be promoted by (legislative) instruments other than the present proposed 

regulation? The above-mentioned members are thinking instead of competition law instruments, 

not so much in Europe but precisely and above all to promote adequate competition in the glob-

al market. 

 

                                                
1 COM(2018) 238; for an account of the deliberations in the Senate, see electronic dossier number E180015 
at www.europapoort.nl. 
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The members of the standing committee for Justice and Security and the standing committee 

for Economic Affairs and Climate Policy / Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality look forward with 

interest to reading the answers of the European Commission and would be grateful to receive 

them as quickly as possible but in any event within three months of the date of this letter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dr A.W. Duthler     A.M.V. Gerkens 

Chair of the standing committee for    Chair of the standing committee 

Justice and Security    for Economic Affairs and Climate Policy / 

      Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 

 

 


