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Dear Mr. Šefčovič, 

 

At its meeting of 4 February 2014 the Standing Committee for Immigration & Asylum / Justice 

and Home Affairs Council (I&A/JHA Committee) of the Senate of the States General discussed 

the communication from the European Commission on preventing radicalisation to terrorism and 

violent extremism.1 Having taken note of this communication, the members of the SP 

parliamentary party2 now wish to put a number of questions to the Commission.  

 

The members of the SP parliamentary party welcome the fact that the Commission wishes to 

work towards a broader understanding and recognition of the problem of radicalisation, 

particularly on the internet. Would the Commission explain how it envisages doing this and with 

whom and what sub-themes and potential solutions it proposes to examine? The subject of the 

internet and counter-narratives has been discussed previously, but according to the members 

concerned this could never be the sole solution. The first paragraph of section 2.2 of the 

communication refers to ‘the structured dialogues that it [the Radicalisation Awareness 

Network] fostered ...’. This wording seems to suggest that in the proposed dialogue the 

Commission wishes precisely to avoid the subject of prohibiting or removing illegal content. Is 

this correct? The members of the SP parliamentary party would refer in this connection to the 

Clean IT Project. This clearly focused on these potential solutions. Would the Commission please 

indicate how it views this?       

 

In addition, the members of the SP parliamentary party wish to learn whether the Commission 

also proposes to include best practices from Clean IT and other EU and EU-sponsored projects 

and programmes (including Safer Internet and R&D) in the new dialogue. Does the Commission 

intend to discuss this only with the social media, or will it also talk to the hosting sector and 

other types of internet businesses? What kind of NGOs does the Commission wish to invite and 

is it also considering discussing the subject with academics? Will the Commission invite 

                                                
1 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic 
and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on preventing radicalisation to terrorism and 
violent extremism: strengthening the EU’s response, COM(2013)941. See also electronic dossier number 
E140002 at www.europapoort.nl. 
2 The parliamentary part of the SP has eight seats in the Senate of the States General.  
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representatives of the Member States as well as European institutions such as Europol, 

Eurojust, EU INTCEN and FRA? Would the Commission kindly indicate what tangible results it 

expects of this dialogue? And what position will the Commission take in discussions with global 

companies: must they comply with the EU directives in this field? 

 

The I&A/JHA Committee would be grateful to receive the answer of the European Commission 

within three months.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Dr. G. ter Horst 

Chair of the Standing Committee for Immigration & Asylum / Justice and Home Affairs Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


