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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Tweede Kamer for its Opinion concerning the 
Commission Communication on the Work of the Task Force Mediterranean {COM(2013) 869 
final}. 

The Commission agrees with the Tweede Kamer that, as the humanitarian tragedy in Syria 
continues and with no immediate end of the conflict in sight, the European Union and its 
Member States must continue their efforts to alleviate the plight of the displaced persons in 
and outside Syria. 

With regard to the reception of Syrians who arrive spontaneously at the external border or 
on the territory of a Member State to seek protection, the Commission would like to stress 
that such persons must be treated in accordance with the EU acquis and have full access to 
all rights and procedures guaranteed under the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and, 
more specifically with regard to those seeking asylum or international protection, the 
Common European Asylum System. According to information obtained so far by Eurostat 
from Member States, some 43 920 persons claiming to be Syrian nationals requested asylum 
in the EU in 2013, with some 2 290 requests lodged in the Netherlands. In order to help the 
Member States to align their practices with regard to decision-taking on Syrian requests for 
protection, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) has organised a series of expert 
meetings. EASO has also set up a more permanent network of country information experts on 
Syria. 

Turning to the Tweede Kamer's question on resettlement, the decision whether or not to 
engage in resettlement activities, and if so, how many refugees and from which groups are to 
be resettled, rests solely with the authorities of the Member States. In order to increase the 
impact of the EU resettlement efforts in providing protection and maximising the strategic 
impact of resettlement through better targeting of those persons who are in greatest need of 
international protection, a Joint EU Resettlement Programme was established in 2012 under 
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the European Refugee Fund.1 The resettlement programme specifies a broad list of refugee 
situations that qualify for EU (co-)funding. There is also a list of specific common Union 
resettlement priorities, specifying the nationalities of refugees and the countries from which 
resettlement should take place as a priority and for whom EU (co-)funding is available. For 
2013, the last year of the European Refugee Fund, that list includes refugees from Congo, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia, Burma and Eritrea. Setting up resettlement procedures, as well 
as defining the legal position of a resettled person within the national legal system, remains 
within the exclusive scope of Member States' competence. EU (co-)funding can only be made 
available if under the national resettlement scheme its beneficiaries are granted either 
refugee status or a status which offers the same rights and benefits under national and Union 
law as refugee status. Finally, the programme offers an additional financial incentive for the 
Member States that start to engage in resettlement activities. For 2013, 13 Member States -
among which the Netherlands - have pledged to resettle 3 962 refugees under one of the 
priorities of the Joint EU Resettlement Programme. Several Member States, including the 
Netherlands, also resettle refugees outside EU resettlement priorities. 

For the period 2014-2020, the Commission has proposed under the new Asylum, Migration 
and Integration Fund (AM1F) to set up a mechanism which would be somewhat more flexible 
and attractive for Member States and which would allow for a more strategic use of 
resettlement. It is hoped that this should lead to a substantial increase in resettlement to the 
EU. The aim is to see more national resettlement schemes established and to increase the 
existing ones. The entry into force of the AMIF is expected this spring. 

One of the tasks of EASO is to coordinate exchanges of information and other actions on 
resettlement taken by Member States with a view to meeting the international protection 
needs of refugees in third countries and showing solidarity with their host countries.2 

Possible future activities supported by EASO are being envisaged. 

As the Tweede Kamer is surely aware, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees has appealed 
to the international community at large to provide 10 000 temporary humanitarian admission 
places to Syrian refugees who have found refuge in one of the countries neighbouring Syria, 
as well as further 2 000 resettlement places to most vulnerable Syrian cases. UNHCR is also 
calling for an aspirational figure of in total, up to 30 000 resettled Syrians by the end of 
2014. Guided by UNHCR's expertise and operational assessment of the situation on the 
ground, the European Commission has supported this initiative, calling on the Member 
States to show generosity and solidarity with the refugees and host countries in the region by 
offering both temporary humanitarian admission and resettlement places within or on top of 
their national quotas. In addition, the Commission has been calling on Member States to 
adopt a generous attitude towards the granting of humanitarian visas to persons displaced by 
the Syrian crisis who have family members present in the EU, and also to admit any Syrians 
arriving at the external borders of the Union.3 So far, many Member States have responded 
positively to this call offering some 10 900 humanitarian admission places and some 2 480 
resettlement places. The Commission takes this opportunity to thank the Netherlands for its 
generous offer to resettle 250 Syrians and its outstanding support to European resettlement 
efforts in general. 

1 Decision №281/2012/EU of the European Parliament and the Council of 29 March 2012 (OJ L 92/1 of 
30.3.2012. 
2 Regulation (EU) No 439/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 May 2010 establishing a 
European Asylum Support Office. 
3 Joint Communication from the European Commission and the European External Action Service to the 
European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions Towards a Comprehensive EU Approach to the Syrian Crisis, 24 June 2013, JOIN (2013)22 final. 



Finally, the European Commission, together with a number of Member States (including the 
Netherlands) actively participates in the work of the Core Group on the Resettlement of 
Refugees from Syria, set up under the auspices of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Tweede 
Kamer and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

Maroš Šefčovič 
Vice-President 


