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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Tweede Kamer for its Opinion of 14 July 2014 
concerning the proposal for a Council Regulation on the establishment of the European 
Public Prosecutor's Office {COM (2013) 534 final}.  

The Opinion raises a number of issues that have earlier been addressed by the Commission 
in its Communication of 27 November 2013 {COM (2013) 851 final} in the procedure under 
Protocol No. 2 and in subsequent correspondence with the Tweede Kamer (cf. letters of 13 
March 2014 and 22 July 2014).  

As the Tweede Kamer is aware, a number of issues in the position paper, most notably 
concerning the structure and competences of the European Public Prosecutor's Office, are 
under intense discussion in the on-going negotiations in the Council. The Commission aims 
at ensuring that the key principles of efficiency, independence and accountability of the 
European Public Prosecutor's Office will be preserved. It will, as stated earlier, take due 
account of the Tweede Kamer's views during the negotiations, in full awareness of the 
different positions expressed by other chambers of national Parliaments on the respective 
issues.  

The Commission would like to reiterate that it is its goal to considerably strengthen the 
existing mechanisms to fight fraud against the EU budget. Accordingly, the proposed 
Regulation on the establishment of the European Public Prosecutor's Office foresees a 
special relationship between the European Public Prosecutor's Office and Eurojust and 
respectively OLAF, as well as other actors such as, for example, Europol. This 
comprehensive approach would bring about a qualitative leap forward in the fight against 
this form of criminality, which does not stop at any national border.  

In this context it should be recalled that Article 86 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union foresees full investigative and prosecutorial powers for the European Public 
Prosecutor's Office. Any limitation of the Office to a merely supervisory or advisory role, as 



 

 

the Tweede Kamer's Position Paper seems to suggest, would in the Commission's view 
contravene the provisions of the Treaty.  

The Commission hopes that this reply addresses the concerns expressed by the Tweede 
Kamer and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

          Maroš Šefčovič 
Vice-President 
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