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re. Letter on Financial Regulation of the EU (ref, 14-EU-6-002) 

Dear Mr Lewandowski, 

The Dutch House of Representatives has followed the negotiations on the Financial Regulation2 

with great interest and extra attention. After the publication of the proposal on 28 May 2010 the 

Dutch House of Representatives placed a parliamentary reserve on the proposal and made 

additional arrangements with our Government on the provision of information during the 

negotiation process. We have also had the pleasure to meet you in Brussels in February 2011, to 
welcome you vice versa in the Dutch House of Representatives in March 2011, and also to meet 

with your Cabinet in April 2011. All these additional activities, and others, have led to a 

strengthened information position of the Dutch House of Representatives with regard to the 
scrutiny of the Financial Regulation. 

At this moment, with the completion of the negotiations on the MFF 2014-2020, on the Financial 
Regulation and also on (most of) the underlying sector-specific and implementing measures, it is 

time for our committee to take stock. Therefore, with reference to the political dialogue between 
the European Commission and the national parliaments, we would like to raise some questions on 

(the new) article 59 on shared management with Member States, which has the particular 

interest of the Committee of Public Expenditure of the Dutch House of Representatives. 

How does the new article 59 affect the role of the European Commission in the 
implementation of the budget under shared management, and how will this affect your 
internal procedures? 

With reference to paragraphs 59.3 and 59.5, could you describe how the Commission will 

process c.q. aggregate the information that will be sent by the designated bodies responsible 

for the management and control of Union funds? 
Paragraph 59.5 mentions that [...] bodies shall provide the Commission with Information on 

their accounts [...] and an annual summary of the final audit reports and of controls carried 

2 REGULATION (EU, EURATOM) No 966/2012 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 

COUNCIL of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union 
and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 
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out [...] by 15 February, This deadline may exceptionally be extended by the Commission to 1 

March, upon communication by the Member State concerned. What actions and sanctions will 

the European Commission take if a Member State does not provide the (complete) 

information on time? 
Paragraph 59.5 also mentions that Members States may, at the appropriate level, publish the 

information referred to in this paragraph. Does the European Commission intent to publish 

this information, if a Member States decides not to publish the information? And why? 
Could you explain how the European Court of Auditors is involved in this part of the assurance 

process? 

Furthermore we would like to hear your opinion on the introduction of a practice of National 

Declarations in the Member States. Could you also indicate if you intent to have the practice of 

National Declarations as the starting point for your next proposal to review the Financial 

Regulation of the EU? 

Also we have understood that the European Commission has set up a working group on national 
declarations. Could you inform us, and the national parliaments, on the results of this working 

group? 

Finally, could you inform us on the roadmap and the steps the European Commission is planning 
to take with regard to the next review of the Financial Regulation? 

We would appreciate If you could give us a written reply to our questions as soon as possible, but 

within 3 months. 

On behalf of the Public Expenditure Committee of the Dutch House of Representatives, 

With the highest esteem, 

Mr M.G.J. Harbers 
Chair of the Committee on Public Expenditure 
House of Representatives of the Netherlands 
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