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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Seimas for its Opinion concerning the proposal for a 
Regulation on the European Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation and Training {COM 
(2013) 173 final}. 

The Commission shares the view of the Seimas on the importance of parliamentary scrutiny 
to ensure increased accountability of Europol, in particular as far as national Parliaments 
are concerned. Such parliamentary scrutiny is indeed necessary to enhance the democratic 
legitimacy of this particular area of transnational EU cooperation. 

In the case of Europol, Article 88 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU provides for the 
establishment of procedures for scrutiny by the European Parliament together with Member 
States' national parliaments.  

The Treaty being silent on the forms of practical cooperation between the parliaments, the 
Commission issued in 2010 a Communication on the procedures for the scrutiny of Europol’s 
activities by the European Parliament, together with national Parliaments.1 

During the consultations on the Communication and the debates that followed, several 
solutions were discussed in the different fora where the stakeholders met. The Commission 
expressed support for the setting up of an inter-parliamentary forum in order to establish a 
formal mechanism for information exchange and coordination between national Parliaments 
and the European Parliament. Nonetheless, the Commission considered that it lies within the 
power of both the European Parliament and the national Parliaments to coordinate their 
work and enhance their cooperation, and that they should be encouraged to take that 
initiative as well as ownership of their own procedures.2 This is substantiated by Article 9 of 
the Protocol 1 to the Treaty of Lisbon, on the Role of national Parliaments in the European 
Union, stating that the "European Parliament and national Parliaments shall together 
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determine the organisation and promotion of effective and regular interparliamentary 
cooperation within the Union".  

For these reasons, it is arguable that using the present legislation to specify a model of 
scrutiny of Europol's activities through a supranational body would pre-empt the discretion 
of the European Parliament and the national Parliaments to decide together on the best way 
to organise their interparliamentary cooperation. Therefore, the Commission considers that, 
in order to respect the independence of national Parliaments and of the European Parliament 
as well as their freedom to organise themselves, it is not for the proposed Regulation to set 
the rules and procedures for such cooperation.  

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission which 
is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and the 
Council at which your government is represented. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Seimas and 
looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

          Maroš Šefčovič 
Vice-President 
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