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Dear Chair, 

The Commission would like to thank the Sénat for its Opinion concerning the proposal 

for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the transparency and 

sustainability of the Union’s risk assessment in the food chain {COM(2018) 179 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the Sénat’s general support for the proposal. 

The Commission’s proposal aims to strengthen transparency of risk assessment in the 

food chain by providing citizens with greater access to information submitted to the 

European Food Safety Authority ("the Authority”) and ensure that the Authority has 

access to the broadest relevant scientific evidence possible.  

The proposal also aims at ensuring the long-term sustainability of the Union’s risk 

assessment system, and in particular that of the Authority, by better involving Member 

States in the Authority’s governance structure and scientific panels. Currently, experts 

for the Authority’s panels are recruited on the basis of an open call for expression of 

interest and following a proposal put forward by the Authority’s Executive Director and 

adopted by the Authority’s Management Board.  

The recently published Fitness Check of General Food Law
1
 identified a number of 

concerns related to the capacity of the Authority to maintain a high level of scientific 

expertise on the basis of the existing system of appointing experts. Amongst others, the 

Authority has encountered problems in attracting new experts. The proposal addresses 

the findings of the Fitness Check by providing for an increased involvement of the 

Member States in the nomination process of panel members, while maintaining the strict 

criteria of excellence and independence. In this context, Member States may also 

nominate nationals of other Member States. This is expected to ensure that the Authority 

has access to a sufficiently large pool of independent and excellent experts, meeting its 
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needs in the different disciplinary areas it deals with and making a positive impact on the 

sustainability of the Union’s risk assessment system. Last but not least, the Commission’s 

proposal fosters risk communication.  

The Commission would like to reassure the Sénat that it is fully aware of the importance 

of ensuring innovation and competitiveness in the food chain. For this purpose, the 

proposal sets out specific safeguards for the protection of duly justifiable confidential 

information. It further provides that the proposed provisions would respect existing 

intellectual property rights, data exclusivity rules and protection of personal data.  

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission, 

which is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and 

the Council. The possibility for the public disclosure of all scientific studies and 

information supporting requests for authorisation to take place once applications are 

considered valid has been further discussed during those negotiations. The Commission 

is happy that an agreement has now been reached between the co-legislators, ensuring 

that such public disclosure takes place early on in the risk assessment process.  

Moreover, proactive public disclosure early on in the risk assessment process is closely 

linked with the public consultation of submitted studies provided in the proposal. The 

combined effect of these measures would ensure that the Authority will have access to the 

widest possible base of evidence, while it would also allow a peer review of the studies 

submitted. The Commission would also like to note that the proposal further foresees 

audit and controls by Union inspectors, which will provide additional assurances on the 

quality and objectivity of the studies used by the Authority for its risk assessment. 

With regard to conflict of interest, the Commission would like to stress that the Authority 

has constantly updated and re-enforced its policy on independence and management of 

competing interests. Its revised policy was adopted in June 2017 and is considered 

robust and restrictive. The Commission supports the Authority’s independence policy 

and the Authority has been audited by the Court of Auditors and by the Commission’s 

Internal Audit Service on independence. The existing safeguards on independence remain 

intact in the Commission’s proposal.  

The Commission welcomes the Sénat’s support to the increase of the Authority’s budget. 

Given the additional new tasks entrusted to the Authority in the proposal, a substantial 

increase is indeed necessary. A budgetary increase of EUR 62.5 million for the Authority 

is set out in the Commission’s proposal for the next Multiannual Financial Framework, 

which is currently being negotiated.  

Finally, the transparency of risk management (including detailed reports of committees 

operating under comitology rules) is partly addressed in the context of the Commission 

proposal amending the so-called Comitology Regulation
2
; the latter enhances 
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transparency of the positions taken by the Member States and ensures more 

accountability in the decision-making process.  

The Commission is happy that a political agreement on the proposal on the transparency 

and sustainability of the Union’s risk assessment in the food chain has been reached, 

which should allow its adoption before the end of the current legislature of the European 

Parliament. 

The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues 

raised by the Sénat and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans  Vytenis Andriukaitis 

First Vice-President  Member of the Commission 

 


