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Dear President,  

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the 

Commission Communication launching a consultation on a European Pillar of Social 

Rights {COM(2016) 127 final}.  

The Commission concurs with the Senát's view that the European Pillar of Social Rights 

should fully respect the division of competences between the Member States and the 

European Union. Indeed, the European Pillar of Social Rights, whose final proposal was 

adopted by the Commission on 26 April, sets out 20 key principles and rights to support 

fair and well-functioning labour markets and welfare systems. The overall objective of 

the European Pillar of Social Rights is to serve as a compass for a renewed process of 

convergence towards better working and living conditions among participating Member 

States. As stated in the Senát's Opinion, while the principles and rights are shared, their 

delivery is not assumed to take place through a one-size-fits-all approach: the European 

Pillar of Social Rights acknowledges and fully respects the diversity of situations, the 

specificities of national circumstances and institutional set-ups, and the varying means 

available to achieve these common goals. 

The European Pillar of Social Rights builds on existing processes and instruments. The 

Commission notes that the Senát favours the use of measures in the form of 

recommendations pointing to existing tools such as the European Semester. While the 

implementation of the Pillar will be primarily the responsibility of national governments, 

public authorities and social partners at all levels, at European level, all the various 

instruments available will be mobilised. Besides the policy guidance and 

recommendation, through the European Semester of economic policy coordination, other 

instruments will be used as well, including European Union law, with an emphasis on the 

enforcement of the rich acquis already existing, to be updated and complemented where 

necessary; social dialogue, to engage with and support the work of European Union 

social partners; and financial support, through a diversity of European Union funds.  
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The Commission takes note of the Senát's view that the establishment of the European 

Pillar of Social Rights should include all Member States irrespective of the fact that it is 

intended to focus at the beginning only on the euro area. The Commission notes that, 

while employment and social conditions vary widely across the euro area, efficient and 

resilient labour markets are essential for the smooth functioning of the Economic and 

Monetary Union, to contribute to the convergence of performances between Member 

States and to more inclusive societies. Beyond labour markets, it is also important to 

ensure access to adequate education and that an effective social protection system is in 

place to protect the most vulnerable in society. The European Pillar of Social Rights is 

therefore primarily conceived for the Member States of the euro area but applicable to 

all Member States that wish to be part of it. 

The Commission shares the Senát's opinion that social partners and civil society should 

be involved in the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights. Indeed, most 

of the tools required to deliver on the Pillar are in the hands of local, regional and 

national authorities, as well as the social partners, and civil society at large. 

The Commission hopes that the clarifications provided in this reply address the issues 

raised by the Senát and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans         Marianne Thyssen   

First Vice-President         Member of the Commission  


