
Mr Milan ŠTĔCH 
President of the Senát 
Valdštejnské naměstí 17/4 
CZ – 118 01 PRAGUE 1 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 

 
Brussels, 13.07.2016 

 C(2016) 4461 final 
 
 
 
 

Dear President  

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion supporting the Communication 
from the Commission on 'Anti-Tax Avoidance Package: Next Steps towards delivering 
effective taxation and greater transparency in the EU' {COM(2016) 23 final}, the 
Communication on 'An External Strategy for Effective Taxation' {COM(2016) 24 final} and 
the proposal for a Council Directive laying down rules against tax avoidance practices that 
directly affect the functioning of the internal market {COM(2016) 26 final}. 

These measures form part of a broader package against tax avoidance (Anti-Tax Avoidance 
Package) which derives from the Commission Work Programme for 2016. The Commission, 
in its action plan of June 2015, on which the Senát adopted a resolution earlier this year, 
announced a series of initiatives and actions with the aim of creating a fairer corporate tax 
environment. This would ensure effective taxation where profits are generated and create a 
better tax landscape for businesses as well as ensure further progress on tax transparency. 
The legislative proposal against tax avoidance makes good on this promise.  

The proposals made by the Commission were designed to ensure Member States take a 
stronger and more coordinated stance against companies that seek to avoid paying their fair 
share of tax. Collectively, these measures will hamper aggressive tax planning, boost 
transparency between Member States and ensure fair and effective competition for all 
businesses in the Single Market.  

The Commission is pleased that the Senát shares the view that action at EU level is required 
to help tackle aggressive tax planning and support fair corporate taxation on a global scale 
based on international standards. 

As you are aware, Member States gave their political agreement to the directive in June. The 
Senát's concerns relating to the transposition period for the proposal laying down rules 
against tax avoidance practices that directly affect the functioning of the internal market 
{COM(2016) 26 final} were noted, and the Commission agreed that a transposition period 
was necessary. The issue was addressed in the discussions in the Council, and a 
transposition period for each measure was included in the directive.  
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The transposition period is, however, longer than 24 months, although Member States can 
bring the new rules in early if they wish.  The longer time frame was considered necessary as 
Member States felt that they needed a more time to adapt their existing national rules.  

The Commission hopes that the clarification provided in this reply address the issue raised 
by the Senát and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans              Pierre Moscovici 
First Vice-President            Member of the Commission 
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