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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Communication 
from the Commission on the Annual Growth Survey 2015 {COM(2014) 902 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the Senát's endorsement of the three main pillars for the EU's 
economic and social policy in 2015: a coordinated boost to investment, a renewed 
commitment to structural reforms and the pursuit of fiscal responsibility. The 
Commission also takes good note of the Senát's support for the further deepening of the 
single market, for the need to foster a favourable investment environment and for a 
differentiated approach to fiscal policies. 

The Commission wishes to underline the importance of an increased involvement of 
national Parliaments, social partners and stakeholders in the European Semester of 
economic policy co-ordination, in order to strengthen national ownership and to 
increase its effectiveness and implementation at all levels. As announced in the Annual 
Growth Survey, streamlining and reinforcing the 2015 European Semester represent a 
first step in this direction. As part of this process, the Commission has chosen to publish 
earlier than in past years the relevant economic analysis, precisely in order to enable a 
broader discussion within the Member States and at EU level. The Commission will 
present country-specific recommendations for 2015-2016 in May.  

The Commission would also like to reiterate its commitment to explain and discuss, in 
those national Parliaments that would request it, the Annual Growth Survey as well as 
the country-specific recommendations, once endorsed by the European Council and 
adopted by the Council. Regarding the Senát's observation on the necessity for national 
Parliaments to debate the proposals for Country Specific Recommendations prior to 
their final adoption by the Council, the Commission considers that it would be for the 
national Governments to involve their national Parliaments in line with their 
constitutional framework. 



2 

As already mentioned, the Commission considers that fostering dialogue on the Annual 
Growth Survey is of particular importance both at EU and national level. Initiatives such 
as the "European Parliamentary Week" and other inter-parliamentary conferences are 
helpful in increasing awareness and allowing for more exchanges of information, 
opinions, experience and best practices, as rightly pointed out by the Senát. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 
and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans    Valdis Dombrovskis  
First Vice-President   Vice-President 

    
  


