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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the Commission's 
“Communication on energy efficiency and its contribution to energy security and the 2030 
Framework for climate and energy policy" {COM(2014) 520 final}.  

The Commission welcomes the interest of the Senát in this important policy area and takes 
note of the supportive views expressed by the Senát in its Opinion.  

The Commission notes the opposition of the Senát to setting binding energy efficiency targets. 
In that regard the Commission wishes to recall, as stated in the Communication, that the 
current framework based on an indicative EU level target and a mix of binding EU measures 
and national action has proved to be effective. Furthermore, on 23 and 24 October 2014, the 
European Council concluded that "an indicative target at the EU level of at least 27% is set 
for improving energy efficiency in 2030 compared to projections of future energy 
consumption based on the current criteria". As stated by the European Council in its 
conclusions, the indicative target will be reviewed by 2020, having in mind an EU level of 
30%.  

The Commission shares the view of the Senát that the EU energy efficiency policy should 
respect the principle of subsidiarity. However, the Commission believes that this does not 
imply, as the Senát suggests, that “the choice of appropriate measures to increase energy 
efficiency must be fully left up to the decision of each Member State”. One area where EU 
action has a clear added value is as regards minimum efficiency requirements and labelling 
requirements for products, as such requirements set at national level would impede the free 
circulation of goods within the internal market. In other areas, for instance as regards 
efficiency requirements for buildings, EU rules support Member States' actions by, for 
example, providing methodologies on the basis of which such requirements are to be set, 
while fully taking into account the specific circumstances in the Member States (climate, 
building stock characteristics, etc.).  

While the Commission agrees that new rules should avoid creating unnecessary obstacles to 
the market, such rules are often necessary in the field of energy efficiency to overcome 
existing market failures. The energy performance certificates to which the Senát refers in that 



context create a value for energy efficiency on the property market by providing buyers with 
information to which access has so far been limited.   

The Commission also notes the concern of the Senát as regards the potential negative impact 
of energy efficiency measures on the EU Emission Trading Scheme. As the scheme only 
covers about 45% of the EU's greenhouse gas emissions, emission reductions in the 
remaining sectors (buildings, transport and agriculture) have to be driven through other 
policies, such as minimum efficiency requirements or targeted subsidies. It is however indeed 
important to design these various policy tools coherently. In that context, it needs to be noted 
that the proposed Market Stability Reserve is expected to address the impact of substantial 
changes in emission patterns, including due to complementary policies, and in that way to 
stabilise in the future the price of allowances under the Emission Trading Scheme. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát and 
looks forward to continuing the policy dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans              Miguel Arias Cañete 
First Vice-President                         Member of the Commission 
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