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Dear President, 

 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the 
Commission's Annual Report 2013 on subsidiarity and proportionality 
{COM(2014) 506 final} and the Commission's Annual Report 2013 on relations between 
the European Commission and national Parliaments {COM(2014) 507 final}. 

The Commission is actively encouraging national Parliaments to step up their 
involvement in the pre-legislative phase and therefore welcomes the Senát's intention to 
maintain its increased interest in pre-legislative consultative documents. 

As regards the concerns expressed by the Senát on the adoption of delegated acts, the 
Commission notes that its approach to the delegation of power is based on the principle 
that acts adopted through a legislative procedure best ensure the democratic legitimacy 
foreseen by the Treaty. However, properly used, delegated and implementing powers are 
an integral tool of better law-making, contributing to simple and up-to-date legislation 
and its efficient and swift implementation. Therefore, the Commission will further 
reinforce its Treaty-based practice of proposing empowerments for delegated acts only 
where they concern non-essential elements and are justified, i.e. when it is not possible 
or less efficient or effective to include the relevant elements directly in the basic 
legislative act. 

The Commission recalls that the scope, objectives and content of a delegation of powers 
to the Commission must be clearly framed in the proposal for a basic legislative act. It is 
the European Parliament and the Council that decide whether delegated or 
implementing powers should be conferred on the Commission. Furthermore, democratic 
control is ensured as no delegated act can enter into force if either the European 
Parliament or the Council object to it. In addition, any co-legislator may revoke the  
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delegation at any time, irrespective of whether it is limited in time or made conditional 
on a report. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 
and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

   Frans Timmermans
   First Vice-President 


