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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the Proposal 
for a Directive on the dissemination of Earth observation satellite data for commercial 
purposes {COM(2014) 344 final} (“the proposed Directive”). 

As regards the issue expressed by the Senát related to the exemption of the Copernicus 
Programme from the scope of the Directive, the Commission would like to highlight that 
Copernicus is governed in its entirety by the Regulation (EU) No 377/2014 of 
3 April 2014 establishing the Copernicus Programme and the implementing and 
delegated acts derived therefrom.  

The Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1159/2013 on Copernicus data policy 
contains provisions regarding the dissemination of sensitive data which are consistent 
with the approach contained in the proposed Directive. It is worth noting that the criteria 
defining high resolution data in the proposed Directive and those applying to Copernicus 
data that could be subject to security control are almost identical. It should also be noted 
that the proposed Directive introduces the obligation to exempt from security controls 
and grant free circulation to commercial low and mid resolution data (Article 5), and is 
therefore consistent with the Copernicus approach on access to data. 

As regards future developments, be it in terms of technology or in terms of regulatory 
frameworks, the Commission will of course ensure consistency and coherence between 
the proposed Directive and the Copernicus Programme. 

Finally, the Commission would like to underline that in the Commission Work 
Programme 2015, the Commission announced it intends to withdraw the proposal and 
replace it with a new initiative unless there is an agreement on the proposal within 
6 months. In this context, the Commission is trying to support the co-legislators' work as 
much as possible. 

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission 
which is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and 
the Council in which your government is represented 



 

2 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 
and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans Elżbieta Bieńkowska 
First Vice-President Member of the Commission 


