
Mr Milan ŠTĔCH 
President of the Senát 
Valdštejnské naměstí 17/4 
CZ – 118 01 PRAGUE 1 

 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brussels, 27.03.2015 

 C(2015)  2172  final 

 

 

Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Sénat for its Opinion concerning the Commission's 
Communication on the European Energy Security Strategy (EESS) {COM(2014) 330 final}. 

The Commission welcomes the interest of the Sénat in this important policy area and takes 
note of the supportive views expressed by the Sénat in its Opinion.  

In response to the observations of the Senát the Commission would like to underline that the 
Southern Gas Corridor has been a policy priority for the Commission and a particular focus 
of its efforts for many years and especially after the 2009 gas crisis. These efforts have led to 
the final investment decision of December 2013. The Commission is therefore confident that 
the set of pipelines along the Southern Gas Corridor will be completed in good time. In that 
regard the Commission played a leading role in the inaugural Southern Gas Corridor 
Ministerial Advisory Council meeting in Baku on 12 February 2015. This is a positive step in 
ensuring timely completion of the various projects along the Southern Gas Corridor.  At the 
same time, the Commission will continue to seek the further expansion of this Corridor, 
including through the construction of a Trans-Caspian pipeline for which trilateral 
negotiations are on-going with Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan. The Commission will also 
promote inter-connectivity in South East and Central Europe to ensure that the benefits of the 
Southern Gas Corridor reach the gas markets in this region.  The Commission has for this 
purpose established a High-Level Group among the Member States concerned, which met for 
a first time in Sofia on 6 February 2015.  

The Commission would also like to refer to its recently adopted Communication on the 
Framework Strategy on the Energy Union {COM(2015) 80 final}. The Energy Union is based 
on the three long-established objectives of EU energy policy: security of supply, 
sustainability and competitiveness. To reach these objectives, the Energy Union focuses on 
five mutually supportive dimensions: Energy security, solidarity and trust; the internal 
energy market; energy efficiency as a contribution to the moderation of energy demand; 
decarbonisation of the economy; and research, innovation and competitiveness. 



 

Furthermore, the Commission considers that support schemes for renewables are justified as 
long as they address persisting market failures. Such schemes should be designed in a way 
that minimises market distortions in line with the Guidelines on State Aid for environmental 
protection and energy 2014-2020, adopted on 28 June 2014. The Commission considers that 
the implementation of this framework would allow the achievement of the renewable targets 
in the Member States in a cost-effective way. Moreover, the Commission recognizes the role 
of renewable energy sources in increasing energy security by reducing the costs of imported 
fuel by at least € 30 billion a year. 

The Commission agrees with the Sénat that nuclear energy, in line with the prerogative of the 
Member States to determine their own energy mix, can play an important role in the supply of 
electricity, but recalls the issues regarding security of supply of nuclear fuel that were raised 
in the Staff Working Paper accompanying the EESS {SWD(2014) 330 final/3}. 

The Commission also agrees with the Sénat that effective supervision of dominant actors in 
the energy market is essential for energy security.  

The Commission notes the doubts expressed by the Sénat on the potential of cutting energy 
consumption in the building sectors. In that regard, the Commission would specifically like to 
refer the Sénat to the Commission's Communication from 23 July 2014 on Energy Efficiency 
and its contribution to energy security and the 2030 Framework for climate and energy 
policy {COM(2014) 520 final}, which confirms that buildings offer the highest energy-saving 
potential and which identifies the speeding up of renovation rates as a key measure to 
achieve that potential.  

Finally, the Commission agrees that the technical and economic feasibility of carbon capture 
and storage technology is today not yet sufficiently demonstrated in an integrated chain on 
power plants at large scale, although components of the technology have been used 
successfully in various applications worldwide and millions of tons of CO2 have been safely 
captured and stored. The Commission has therefore emphasized the need for further 
development of these technologies and has recommended additional funding for further 
research and large-scale demonstration in this area. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Sénat and 
looks forward to continuing our policy dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans              Miguel Arias Cañete 
First Vice-President                         Member of the Commission 
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