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Dear President, 

The new Commission, which entered office on 1 November 2014, is fully committed to 
strengthening its partnership with national Parliaments. An active and constructive political 
dialogue on the Commission's proposals is a crucial part of this relationship, complementing 
the essential direct contacts between our institutions. The Commission looks forward to 
working with the Senát over the coming years. 

*** 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the Commission's 
Communication on a Strategy for reducing Heavy-Duty Vehicles' (HDVs) fuel consumption 
and CO2 emissions {COM (2014) 285 final}.  

The Commission welcomes the Senát's overall support to the Strategy.  

As noted by the Senát in its Opinion, the Strategy focusses on short-term measures to address 
the "knowledge gap" on HDV CO2 emissions by proposing to introduce legislation on HDV 
CO2 certification. Medium-term options on how to curb HDV CO2 emissions have only been 
roughly sketched out in the Strategy and are left open for further consideration. The 
Commission takes note of the Senát's recommendation to leave such medium-term policy 
actions to the Member States. In that regard it should be noted that whereas legislative action 
in the case of cars' and vans' CO2 emissions has been deemed necessary at EU level, it needs 
to be examined in future impact assessments, whether such action for HDVs should be 
pursued at national or at EU level.  

The Commission also takes note of the need, according to the Senát, to renew obsolete HDV 
fleets in the Czech Republic. In that regard, the Commission would like to stress that the 
suggested HDV CO2 certification and reporting that is proposed in the Strategy will only 
address the registration of new vehicles and cannot be a means of defining the degree of 
obsolescence or energy efficiency of the whole HDV fleet. Should such a need be confirmed 
in the Czech Republic or in other Member States,  further investigations would need to define 
the best policy tool to address this issue, and at which level this should be done.  

An important path for the HVD fleets’ modernisation is the adoption of alternative fuels 
technologies, especially liquefied natural gas. In this regard, the Commission would like to 



urge Members States to set ambitious targets and objectives as per the requirements of the 
recently adopted Directive 2014/94/EU on alternative fuels deployment infrastructure and to 
grasp the opportunity of the TEN-T/CEF funding available for innovation. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát and 
looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans              Miguel Arias Cañete 
First Vice-President                         Member of the Commission 
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