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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the Communication 
from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on EU Return Policy 
{COM (2014) 199 final}. 

The Commission appreciates the overall support given to the findings of the above-mentioned 
Communication and takes note with satisfaction that the Senát shares the Commission's 
objective to establish an effective, coherent and credible return policy in full respect for 
fundamental rights. 

As regards the concrete suggestions contained in the Opinion, the Commission would like to 
make the following comments: 

The Commission will continue to monitor and to report on the application of the Return 
Directive 2008/115/EC in three-yearly intervals, as prescribed by Article 19 thereof.  

The Commission shares the assessment that cooperation between Member States in the field 
of return needs to be further enhanced with the aim of increasing the efficiency of return 
procedures and will therefore follow-up the activities set out in section III.4 of its 
Communication on EU Return Policy {COM (2014) 199 final}. 

The Commission is pleased to note the support from the Senát on the enhanced use of 
European Migration Network, VIS and SIS for return purposes. 

As regards Frontex, and as stressed by the Commission during the Plenary session of the 
European Parliament held in Strasbourg on 11 February 2015, the agency has a supporting 
function in coordinating operational cooperation between Member States, especially in 
support of the requesting Member States facing the highest migratory pressure. 

The Commission can reassure the Senát that the role played by FRONTEX in the field of 
return will remain a supportive and coordinating one, as set out in the legal instruments 
governing FRONTEX and in section III.5 of the Commissions Communication on EU Return 
Policy. 

In its upcoming "Return Handbook" (announced in section III.2 of its Communication on EU 
Return Policy), the Commission will draw up concrete recommendations in this field. It will 
do so in close consultation with Member State experts and building upon the case–law of the 



European Court of Justice. Only the legal acts on which this handbook is based on, or refers 
to, produce legally binding effects and can be invoked before a national jurisdiction. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát and 
looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Frans Timmermans              Dimitris Avramopoulos 
First Vice-President                         Member of the Commission 
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