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RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE  
Delivered on the 26th session held on 23rd October 2014  

 

on the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European 
Parliament on EU Return Policy (Senate Press no. K 133/09)  

The Senate 
 

I. 
Generally supports  
the European Commission's objective to establish an effective, coherent and 
credible return policy which is an important tool to tackle illegal migration;  
 

II. 
1.  Considers  

that it is too early to draw conclusions about the positive impacts of the Return 
Directive, having in mind that a relatively short time has passed since its 
transposition in most Member States and, in addition, there is no functional 
monitoring system of voluntary returns;  
 

2.  Therefore agrees  
with more thorough monitoring of the implementation of the Return Directive, as 
its proper implementation into national law of the Member States and the 
subsequent evaluation of the practical functioning may contribute to a more 
coherent and effective legal framework in this area; 
 

3.  Supports  
operational and other forms of cooperation between Member States, as well as 
deepening the dialogue and practical cooperation with third countries (e.g. when 
identifying returnees and obtaining the necessary documentation from non-EU 
authorities); in this context it also recalls its Resolution No. 312 of 4 August 2011 
on the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the 
Council Evaluation of EU Readmission Agreements, which highlights that when 
cooperating with third countries, it is necessary to put emphasis primarily on 
increasing the efficiency of readmission agreements and their better 
enforcement;  
 



4.  Agrees  
with strengthening the European Migration Network as a platform for gathering 
and sharing information and cooperation, and with exploiting the potential of VIS 
and SIS in the field of return policy, since it prefers improving and developing the 
existing instruments to creating new ones;  
 

5.  Emphasizes,  
in line with the Government position, the need for cautiousness when enhancing 
the role of FRONTEX in the field of return policy in order to avoid disproportionate 
interference in the powers of the Member States; in this context it recalls its 
Resolution No. 543 of 19 June 2014 on the Communication from the Commission 
to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the Regions An open and secure Europe: 
making it happen, which highlights that the protection of external borders as one 
of the essential State functions remains the sole responsibility of each Member 
State, as provided for in Article 4 Paragraph 2 TEU;   
 

6.  Therefore prefers  
a mutual cooperation between Member States and FRONTEX that will primarily 
take into account and meet the specific needs of Member States and carry out a 
coordinating, educational and other supporting roles;  
 

7.  Stresses,  
in connection with the forthcoming “Return Handbook”, that the Handbook cannot 
replace legislation and must take into account the competence of the authorities 
of the individual Member States;  
 

III. 
1. Requests 

the Government to inform the Senate about the way this position was taken into 
account and about further initiatives following this Communication; 
 

2. Authorises 
the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European 
Commission.  
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