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       Mr Milan ŠTECH 
       President of the Senát  
       Valdštejnské naměstí 17/4 
       CZ – 118 01 PRAGUE 
 
 
Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Resolution on the proposal for a 
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on organic production and 
labelling of organic products, amending Regulation (EU) No XXX/XXX of the European 
Parliament and of the Council [Official controls Regulation] and repealing Council 
Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 {COM(2014) 180 final} and on the Action Plan for the 
future of Organic Production in the European Union {COM (2014) 179 final}, and 
apologises for the delay in replying.  

The Commission welcomes the Senát's support for the Action Plan and to the 
Commission's efforts in establishing an efficient and effective legal framework for 
organic farming and production. 

The Commission also welcomes the Senát's general support for the simplification and 
harmonisation of the current legislation as well as to tightening the conditions for all 
operators. In that regard, the Commission agrees with the Senát that account should be 
taken of the diversity of circumstances. In this respect, the Commission would like to 
draw the Senát's attention to Article 4 (g) of the proposal which provides, as is the case 
in the current Regulation1, that one of the principles of organic production is 
"adaptation, where necessary, and within the framework of this Regulation, of the 
production process, taking account of the sanitary status, regional differences in 
ecological balance, climate and local conditions, stages of development and specific 
husbandry practices." This means that regional specificities should be considered when 
applying the EU organic production rules. 

The Commission has taken note of the Senát's reservation with regard to a control system 
based on risk assessment. The purpose of the risk-based control system is to concentrate 
resources and efforts where the risks are the highest thus resulting in more effective and 
focussed controls. All the operators of the organic chain, without exception, would be 
                                                 
1  Article 4 (d) of Council Regulation (EC) No 837/2007 on organic production and labelling of organic 

products. 
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subject to the control system. In addition, the introduction into the general horizontal 
legislation on food and feed controls of the provisions on "organic" controls would 
enable the economic operators, the national administrations and the bodies in charge of 
controls to deal with a complete set of rules, bringing together, in a single legal act, all 
the control provisions to be respected. The Commission considers that this would 
simplify procedures, improve controls and help operators to better respect the 
requirements of the legislation. The risk-based control system would then replace the 
obligation of an annual physical control of all organic operators, which in many cases 
has become an unnecessary burden for operators and control authorities. The proposed 
approach would entail that operators presenting a lower risk and with a proven record 
of compliance would be subject to physical inspections on a lesser frequency. On the 
other hand, operators with higher risks, because of the nature of their activities or due to 
already identified non-compliances, would be subject to physical inspections more 
frequently. 

The Commission has taken note of the remarks from the Senát regarding the number and 
use of delegated acts, in particular for wine production. The Commission wishes to stress 
that in order to make the Regulation operational and to ensure a dynamic legislation that 
can be rapidly adapted following the needs of the organic sector, the power to adopt acts 
in accordance with Article 290 TFEU has been deemed necessary. The delegations of 
power in the proposal provide for clear and concise criteria, giving limited discretion to 
the Commission. The Commission would involve Member State experts in the 
preparation of these acts and would ensure a simultaneous, timely and appropriate 
transmission of relevant documents to the European Parliament and to the Council. 

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission, 
which is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and 
the Council in which your government is represented.  

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the Senát 
and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
 
Frans Timmermans      Phil Hogan 
First Vice-President                 Member of the Commission 


