
 

THE SENATE 
OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

9TH TERM 

520th 

RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE  
Delivered on the 22nd session held on 18th June 2014  

 

on the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and 
the Council - A new EU Framework to strengthen the Rule of Law (Senate Press 
no. K 125/09)  
 
The Senate  
 
I.  

1. Appreciates  
the EU's efforts in the fight against violations of fundamental rights and values
upon which the Union is based as their protection is a key prerequisite for the 
functioning of the rule of law in the EU as a whole;  
 

2. Considers 
the Communication from the Commission as a useful information material for 
further discussion on this issue and related topics;  
 

II. 
1. Points out  

that the newly proposed framework has no added value as it includes neither any 
new sanctioning mechanisms, nor effective monitoring of Member States; 
 

2. Considers  
that it is necessary to clarify the evaluation criteria determining what can be 
considered a systemic threat and what cannot as a more detailed definition in the 
document is missing;  
 

3. Does not consider 
the disproportionately strong position of the Commission in the newly proposed 
mechanism appropriate, and supports greater involvement of the Council in the 
process, at least with regard to its role under Article 7 TEU, as well as 
involvement of other relevant players, such as the European Parliament; 
 

4. Warns 



that when trying to set up new mechanisms, there is a risk of duplication within 
the system of human rights protection, in relation to both the Council of Europe 
and the EU Member States; 
 

5. Considers  
that the EU should now focus primarily on its accession to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and its proper 
implementation and also on the proper observance of fundamental rights in EU 
law, particularly in EU legislative activity;  
 

III.  
 

1. Requests 
the Government to inform the Senate about the way this position was taken into 
account and about further initiatives following this Communication;  
 

2. Authorises 
the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European 
Commission.   

 

 

Milan Štěch  
sign manual 

President of the Senate 
 
 

Zdeněk Berka  
sign manual 

Senate Verifier  
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