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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the Commission's 
Communication "Taking stock of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth" {COM(2014) 130 final}.  

The Commission welcomes the Senát's support for the Europe 2020 strategy and warmly 
welcomes its intention to be actively involved in the dedicated public consultation. This is key 
for the success of this consultation and more generally, of the mid-term review of the strategy. 

The Commission fully agrees with the Senát regarding the importance of complementing the 
quantitative analysis of progress towards the Europe 2020 targets with a more qualitative 
examination of action undertaken. This is explicitly highlighted in the Communication and is 
carried out in the context of the European Semester, which involves a thorough analysis of the 
policy agendas of the Member States and of their consistency with the objectives of the 
Europe 2020 strategy.  

The Commission would like to emphasise that so far, it has conducted a stock-taking exercise 
aimed at assessing where the EU and its Member States stand in the implementation of the 
strategy four years after its launch. At this stage the Commission has not drawn any 
conclusions on the performance of the strategy, nor has it formulated any recommendations 
for its further development. As regards specifically the climate and environmental targets that 
the Senát refers to in its Resolution, the Commission's Communication on "A policy 
framework for climate and energy in the period from 2020 to 2030", {COM(2014) 15 final}, 
states that the 2030 policy framework should notably be based on the full implementation of 
the Europe 2020 targets. The new objectives for 2030, which include a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 40% below the 1990 level, an EU-wide binding target for 
renewable energy of at least 27% and renewed ambitions for energy efficiency policies, do 
not modify the targets at the 2020 horizon. 

Thus, the Commission takes note of the statements of the Senát concerning possible changes 
in the strategy but highlights that the mid-term review is still at an early stage and that no 
decision has been taken yet on the changes to be brought to the strategy. Decisions on the 



future of the Europe 2020 strategy will take account of the outcome of the public consultation 
that the Commission launched in early May 2014. The public consultation raises questions 
about the governance and ownership of the strategy but also touches upon the scope and 
content of the strategy, as well as the instruments for its delivery. Examining all these 
questions is all the more important in the current juncture as the strategy is reaching its 
halfway point, our economies are gradually and increasingly emerging from the crisis and 
following the European Parliament's elections, a new political cycle will soon start at EU 
level. 

The Commission hopes that these comments address the points raised by the Senát in its 
Opinion and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Maroš Šefčovič 
Vice-President 
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