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The Senate 
 
 

1. Got acquainted 
with the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 
Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions Taking stock of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth; 
 

2. Recalls 
its Resolution No. 465 of 22nd April 2010 on the Communication from the 
Commission Europe 2020 – A strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth, in which it, among other things, expressed its support „to the general 
setting of the priorities in the new strategy, the concentration of its goals into 
a smaller number and their measurable nature, as well as to the focus on 
strengthening of economic growth and enhancing the employment“; 
 

II. 
 

1. Believes 
that the Commission correctly identifies and describes the impact of the recent 
economic and financial crisis on the European economy and considers that the 
present Communication can serve as a useful material in the context of the 
envisaged midterm review of the Europe 2020 Strategy; 
 

2. Is convinced 
that with regard to the far-reaching consequences of the crisis it is essential to 
continue with the implementation of the Strategy that is primarily focused on 
restarting economic growth and reducing unemployment, adding that the new 



growth model should be based, above all, on innovation, support of science 
and research, efficient use of limited resources and social inclusion; 
 

3. Warns 
against potential fundamental and profound changes in the setting of goals of 
the Europe 2020 Strategy because these have served as a decisive factor for 
adopting national goals under the Strategy, and their abrupt change halfway 
through the Strategy would substantially complicate the implementation of 
long-term reform measures taken within the European Semester by the 
Member States; 
 

4. Expresses 
its conviction that besides pursuing purely quantitative goals of the Strategy, 
it is also necessary to pay proper attention to indicators of quality; thus, for 
instance, when striving for the goal of raising the number of university 
graduates, it is necessary to make sure that the higher quota is not attained 
at the expense of lowering quality of tertiary education or by expanding the 
capacity of fields of study that produce graduates with low employability on 
the labour market; 
 
   

5. Does not support 
prospective increases in the quantitative environmental targets of the 
Strategy for 2020 (i.e. increasing the share of renewable energy in the final 
energy consumption above the agreed level, further greenhouse gases 
reductions exceeding the set goal or additional binding targets regarding 
energy efficiency), having particularly in mind the Commission’s proposal for 
new goals until 2030 that the Senate considers too ambitious and that should 
not feed back into the goals of the current period that were decisive for 
drawing up national policies; 
 

6. Considers 
that the main purpose of the review of Europe 2020 Strategy should be 
primarily to find a more effective governance framework for the Strategy, 
building on the existing European Semester, and to foster conditions 
enhancing national ownership of the set goals, which is essential for their 
successful attainment; for that, a more intensive involvement of National 
Parliaments in the European Semester is necessary, not only at national level 
when engaging in the dialogue with the Government, but also through a more 
intensive communication from the Commission that must be ready and willing 
to explain and justify a proposal for country specific recommendations before 
the National Parliament, despite the tight schedule of the European Semester; 
 

7. Supports, 
with regard to the arguments set out above, the Commission’s intention to 
launch a public consultation in the course of 2014 involving a wide range of 
stakeholders in order to thoroughly assess the functioning of the Strategy up 
to now and, based on this assessment, set the appropriate priorities for the 
next period; notes that it is interested in participating actively in the 
consultation, thus contributing to the formulation of replies of the Czech 
Republic; 
 
 

III. 
1. Requests 

the Government to inform the Senate about the way this position was taken 
into, and about following initiatives; 



 
2. Authorises 

the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European 
Commission.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Milan Štěch  
sign manual 

President of the Senate 
 
 
 

Tomáš Grulich     
sign manual 

Senate Verifier 
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