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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion concerning the EU Anti-
Corruption Report (ACR) {COM(2014) 38 final}. 

The Commission appreciates the Senát's suggestions with regard to the method for the next 
report. All feedback from stakeholders, especially from national Parliaments, is welcome. 
The Commission is making an effort to improve its own anti-corruption review by taking into 
account such input.  

The Commission would like to make the following comments regarding the specific concerns 
of the Senát: 

The Senát finds that the report is descriptive without deeper analysis. The Commission 
acknowledges the fact that many, but not all parts of the Report are descriptive. This is due to 
the fact that the first report aimed at providing a general evaluation of 28 EU Member States 
in order to start building a framework for future reviews. At the same time, the Report also 
provides deeper analysis for instance on issues related to public procurement.  

The Senát considers that the Commission could help Member States by carrying out in-depth 
analyses of recent corruption cases or compare why in some Member States certain measures 
are applied successfully and in others not. This is a recommendation that the Commission 
will consider for the second report, due in two years' time. 

As the Senát pointed out, the evaluation of the EU institutions is missing from the first 
Report. The Commission did not consider it appropriate to include a section on the EU 
institutions at this stage. The Commission is working to prepare for the EU to accede to the 
Council of Europe Group of States against corruption (GRECO). This could eventually lead 
to external evaluation of EU institutions.  

A number of legal instruments are already in place at EU-level to prevent, detect and 
sanction corruption or undue influence, ranging from EU legislation like the EU Financial 
Regulation and the EU Staff Regulations to internal measures of individual institutions. 
These instruments also include the EU Convention1 on the fight against corruption 
involving officials of the European Union or officials of the EU Member States which 
entered into force on 28 September 2005. Also OLAF is systematically analysing all 
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corruption cases in order to identify the threats and vulnerabilities the EU budget is exposed 
to. The Commission has also adopted a new anti-fraud strategy reinforcing the Union's 
financial policies with a view to better protect the EU's financial interests. 
 
The Senát suggests that the EU should take an active role in the fight against cross border 
corruption, particularly in relation to EU subsidies. The Commission agrees that these are 
important elements of an EU-wide anti-corruption framework, and the Commission is 
already engaged in related activities. At the same time, the Commission still considers 
appropriate to keep a broad scope for the future EU Anti-Corruption Reports, and look 
beyond the areas of exclusive competence of the EU.  

To the comment that the Commission should help the Member States in a more efficient 
manner in the fight against corruption, the Commission is pleased to announce that it will set 
up a follow-up programme to the Report. This will be a mutual experience-sharing 
programme with experts and other stakeholders from Member States to develop responses to 
the problems raised in the Report. At an expert level, the Commission will work with the 
Member States to help them follow up our suggestions. The experience sharing programme 
will begin with a kick-off conference with participants from all EU Member States. 
Subsequent workshops will target specific topics, with fewer participants, based on future 
steps suggested in the EU Anti-Corruption Report. 

The Senát finds that incompatible sources were used to draw up the chapter on the Czech 
Republic, and that the use of the Eurobarometer surveys is inappropriate. The Commission 
disagrees with this view. The ACR draws on a wide variety of reliable sources, including two 
recent Eurobarometer surveys of citizens and businesspeople, with questions about 
perception and experience of corruption. The Commission's Eurobarometer surveys are well 
recognised in the anti-corruption world and are based on representative data. Perceived 
corruption, whether "real" or not, undermines trust in democratic institutions. Perception of 
corruption contributes to the citizens' feeling of trust in public institutions and the overall 
quality of life. The Commission also notes that the questionnaires for the Eurobarometer 
surveys included questions on perception as well as on actual experience on corruption, often 
pointing to similar trends. The data have to be taken at face value and leave room for 
interpretation for the reader.  

The Commission notes that whenever the Senát deems appropriate to inform the Commission 
about progress related to fighting corruption, including sharing good practices from the 
Czech Republic, the information will be most appreciated. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the concerns raised by the Senát and 
looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully,       

 

 

 

          Maroš Šefčovič 
     Vice-President 
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