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Dear President, 
 
The Commission would like to thank the Senát for its Opinion on the Communication 'Public-
private partnerships in Horizon 2020: a powerful tool to deliver on innovation and growth in 
Europe {COM(2013) 494 final}. 
 
The Commission agrees that more investment in research and innovation is critical to 
reinforce the EU's competitiveness. Acknowledging the importance of well-balanced 
investments, the next EU research and innovation programme, Horizon 2020, foresees 
funding along the entire value chain, from fundamental research through to market 
introduction, therefore enabling the development of scientific excellence as well as successful 
commercialisation of research outputs. Joining forces with the private sector and Member 
States is also a key element of Horizon 2020 in order to achieve results that one country or 
company is less likely to achieve alone. 
 
The Commission welcomes the Senát's support to the public-private partnerships and values 
the participation of Czech entities in European research and innovation programmes. 
 
The Commission appreciates the Senát's call on the government to raise awareness of 
opportunities for private companies to participate in the Joint Technology Initiatives and the 
recommendation to develop public-public partnerships at EU level. The involvement of 
stakeholders and the wide participation are crucial for the success of public-private and 
public-public partnerships. 
 
The Commission acknowledges the support of the Senát to the centres of competence and the 
large research infrastructure projects that are currently being created in the Czech Republic 
with the support of the EU. 
 
The Commission hopes that the Senát will remain committed to the development of science 
and research in the Czech Republic and in the EU and looks forward to continuing the 
political dialogue with the Senát in the future. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 

Maroš Šefčovič 
Vice-President 
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