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Dear President, 

The Commission would like to thank the Poslanecká sněmovna for its Opinion concerning the 
Green Paper on a 2030 framework for climate and energy policies, the renewable energy 
progress report, the Consultative Communication on the 2015 international climate change 
agreement and the EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change {COM'2013) 175 final} and 
apologises for the delay in replying. 

The Commission takes note of the conclusion of the resolution of the Poslanecká sněmovna, 
which highlights in particular the need to take into account Member State specificities and 
uncertainty related to projections, arguing for a technology neutral and cost effective 
approach and for the involvement of other major emitters in a global climate agreement, and 
pointing out possible distortions of the internal energy market due to renewables support 
mechanisms. 

The Commission has published on 22 January 2014 a Communication setting out the 
proposal for the 2030 framework for climate and energy policies that builds on the lessons 
learnt and successes of the 2020 framework. The Commission proposes a binding greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions reduction target of 40 % by 2030 compared to 1990 levels and an EU-
wide binding Renewables target of at least 27 %. The Renewables target will not be 
translated into national targets in order to allow greater flexibility for Member States to meet 
their greenhouse gas reduction targets in the most cost-effective manner in accordance with 
their specific circumstances. Energy efficiency will also contribute to the transition to a 
competitive, secure and sustainable energy system. This will be further considered later in 
2014 in the context of the review of the Energy Efficiency Directive. 

Developing a 2030 framework for EU climate change and energy policies is necessary to 
provide certainty and reduced regulatory risk for investors and to mobilise the funding 
needed; to support progress towards a competitive economy and a secure energy system; and 
to establish the EU's 2030 ambition level for GHG reductions in view of a new international 
agreement on climate change to be adopted in 2015. Moreover, it will take into account the 
longer term perspective set out by the Commission in 2011 in the Roadmap for moving to a 
competitive low carbon economy in 2050, the Energy Roadmap 2050 and the Transport 
White Paper. Long term analysis and projections are always associated with a degree of 
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uncertainty, but the Commission can assure the Poslanecká sněmovna that its efforts to 
reduce such uncertainties are as solid as can be. 

As regards the EU strategy on adaptation to climate change, the Commission is of the 
opinion that taking early, planned adaptation measures already now will save on greater 
costs later. Concerning the need to maximise the effectiveness of the measures and to 
minimise the administrative burden, this can be done by prioritising flexible, low-cost and 
no-regret adaptation options. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the concerns raised by the 
Poslanecká sněmovna in its Opinion and looks forward to continuing the political dialogue in 
the future. 

Yours faithfully, 

Maroš Šefčovič 
Vice-President 


