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Dear President, 

The Commission thanks the Bundesrat for its Opinion on the proposal for a Regulation of 
the European Parliament and of the Council on harmonised indices of consumer prices 
and repealing Regulation (EC) No 2494/95 {COM(2014) 724 final}. 

The proposal aims at establishing a common legal framework for the production of 
Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICP). It provides for a streamlining and 
consolidation of the numerous legal acts on the HICP that were adopted over the last 20 
years. At the same time it modernises technical aspects and the quality assurance 
framework for the measurement of inflation. Finally, the proposal ensures the alignment 
with the requirements of the Lisbon Treaty. 

The Commission notes that the Bundesrat, while supporting in general the consolidation 
and modernisation of the legal framework, has concerns in relation to some elements of 
the proposal. 

Concerning the Bundesrat's view that there is a lack of a formal impact assessment, the 
Commission would like to point out that such a formal impact assessment is not needed 
in this particular case of a proposal mainly transposing already existing legal provisions 
into a new streamlined framework. To that extent the impact is neutral. As far as the 
proposal facilitates new forms of data collection (using electronic devices) it is likely to 
even lead to a reduction of respondent burden. 

As concerns the provisions on scanner data in Article 5(3) of the proposal, the 
Commission would like to point out that this provision responds to strong requests made 
by Member States during the preparation of the proposal. Moreover, it does not make the 
reporting of scanner data directly compulsory. It does so only subject to the request of 
the national statistical authorities concerned. 
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The Commission notes that the Bundesrat considers that the proposal does not comply 
with the principles of proportionality and subsidiarity. The Commission does not share 
this opinion and considers that the proposal fully complies with these principles. 
Comparable data are needed and this requires that all Member States use the same 
standards which can only be achieved at Union level. In this respect, the proposal does 
not change in substance what exists already in the current legal framework underlying 
the HICP. 

Concerning the extent of the delegation of power introduced in the proposal, the 
Commission would like to point out that whenever it proposes to have measures adopted 
by way of delegated or implementing acts, it is the result of a careful factual and legal 
assessment, based on objective criteria and on a case-by-case approach.  

Moreover, in the cases where the current legislation provides for the use of implementing 
acts adopted through the regulatory procedure with scrutiny, there is a need to adapt 
those existing powers in view of the changes to the adoption procedures brought about 
by the Lisbon Treaty. Generally, the measures covered by these powers meet the criteria 
of Article 290 TFEU and should therefore be adopted by way of delegated acts.  

In this context, the Commission has endeavoured to clearly define the objectives, content 
and scope of the delegation in its proposal. 

The Commission considers that statistical confidentiality and data protection are already 
sufficiently safeguarded through existing legislation1. As those safeguards also cover 
HICP statistics, there are no additional elements in the proposal which would render it 
necessary to add to or repeat them. 

The points made above are based on the initial proposal presented by the Commission 
which is currently in the legislative process involving both the European Parliament and 
the Council in which your government is represented. 

The Commission hopes that these clarifications address the issues raised by the 
Bundesrat and looks forward to continuing our political dialogue in the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Frans Timmermans Marianne Thyssen 
First Vice-President Member of the Commission 

     

                                                 
1  Regulation(EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009 on 

European statistics (OJ L87 , 31.3.2009, p. 164), Directive 95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of 
personal data and on the free movement of such data (OJ L 281 , 23.11.1995 p. 3) and Regulation (EC) 
No 45/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2000 on the protection of 
individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Community institutions and bodies and 
on the free movement of such data (OJ L 8, 12.1.2001, p. 1). 


