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New Renaissance

In order to cope with the challenges ahead we need a ‘New 
Renaissance’.
The ‘New Renaissance’, is a paradigm shift in how we think, 
live and interact, as well as a paradigm shift regarding the role 
and place of science in society. 
The new renaissance calls for our rationality and creativity - the 
fundamentals of science - to face the challenges and to help 
‘’inventing’’ a new way of living.
The ‘New Renaissance’ needs a thriving and open ERA by 
2030.



ERAB’s view on the future of ERA

Our ambition: ERA is instrumental for 
realising a new Renaissance in Europe as a 
call to face the challenges ahead and to help 
develop a new way of living.

Our strategy: Six policy themes to underpin 
the development of  ERA.

Our benchmarks: 30 milestones to measure 
progress on the lay out of ERA.



Six strategic approaches for ERA

1. A united ERA across Europe

2. An ERA driven by societal needs 
to address the ‘Grand Challenges’

3. An ERA based on a shared 
responsibility between  science, 
policy and society

4. An ERA of open innovation 
between all public and private 
stakeholders

5. An ERA to deliver excellence

6. An ERA of cohesion across the 
continent



A united ERA to permit ideas and people to move 
freely across a dynamic, open society



An ERA driven by societal needs to address the 
‘Grand Challenges’



An ERA with shared responsibilities for 
science, policy and society



An ERA of open innovation between all 
public and private stakeholders



An ERA of excellence where risk-taking will be the 
guiding principle for ERA research policies.



An ERA of cohesion across the continent



Dear President  
ERAB would like to submit its view on the developement of ERA as part of the consultation process you 
set up.  
ERAB welcomes the broad principles and goals you advocate for the coming decade but would like to 
add some more concrete actions.. 
In particular we would like to underline that one of the pre-requisites for your 3 fold goals (Creating value 
by basing growth on knowledge, Empowering people in inclusive societies, Creating a competitive, 
connected and greener economy) is a thriving ERA based on openess and excellence. It is ERAB's 
view that this must help us realise what  we advocate for ''a new renaissance'' for europe. Which means 
a new way to develop and grow, based on a new understanding of science and society. 
We propose 6 policy themes to work on and suggest 30 milestones to realise.them. We are currently 
working on action plans to take these issues formally and will present these in May during the Spanish 
presidency.  
You can find them in attached report that we submitted to the Commission last October and has been 
widely applauded in its approach 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
  
Professor John Wood 
Chair  European Research Area Board 
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