
The citizens’ committee requests the registration 
of its proposed initiative to the Commission.

The Commission registers the proposed 
initiative and makes it public.

Citizens’ committee asks relevant
national authority to certify its online 

collection system.

The system is certified by the relevant 
national authority.

Citizens’ committee asks relevant national 
authorities to verify statements of support.

The relevant national authorities certify the 
number of valid statements of support.

Commission meets organisers and a public 
hearing is organised at the European 

Parliament. Commission examines the 
initiative and adopts a communication.
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Citizens’ committee submits the citizens’
initiative to the Commission.

The citizens’ committee collects 
statements of support 

(in paper form and/or electronically).

European citizens’ initiative - step by step
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The citizens’ committee is set up and 
nominates a representative and a substitute who 

will be the contact persons.

At least 1 million statements of support collected
from at least ¼ of EU countries (7 out of 27):
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At any time before starting 
to collect statements online: Commission refuses the registration if:
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• composition of citizens’ committee does not 
follow the rules or

• it is manifestly outside the framework of 
Commission’s powers or

• it is manifestly abusive, frivolous or vexatious or
• it is manifestly contrary to EU values
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