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Synopsis: Enhanced border control is an urgent priority of most governments. Whereas 
current biometric technologies can help, what are the grand challenges in border security? 
Which technological breakthroughs are still needed? This symposium addresses the 
application of biometrics in border management from different perspectives: political, 
technological, and ethical. Efficient border management aims to deploy technological means 
for reliable monitoring and control of movements across transnational borders while causing 
minimum disruption to the flow. How can technologies help in properly identifying and 
surveying people while respecting their rights to privacy? How does a biometric passport 
render the authentication of a person’s identity more trustworthy? Is identity fraud a thing of 
the past or a menace for the future? Would a trusted traveler card make cross-border travel 
easier, or will our personal data be more at risk? Which scientific breakthroughs are needed in 
biometrics? Is proliferation of biometric data the next big challenge for the governments? 
With more widespread use of biometric data for identity, who is monitoring the storage, use, 
and release of this data to third parties around the globe? Standardization of fast-evolving 
biometric technologies is an issue that calls for fine judgment -- too soon and innovation is 
stifled; too late risks interoperability.  
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